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from the bishop 

The Power of the Written Word

For centuries, back to a time which probably cannot be traced, the power of the written word has proved 
to be something incontrovertibly sublime. The written word has saved lives, circulated powerful ideas, 
preserved traditions and memories, and so much more. For hundreds of years, law codes and systems of 

law have guided citizens through life, and without the written word, laws would not be enforced efficiently 
and would get lost in translation. The Holy Bible since its completion and printing has brought unspeakable 
changes to the lives of millions of people who have read it from all over the planet. 

The Adventurer despite the irregularity of its coming out from the press recognizes this fact about the power of the 
written word. Hence, after some years of hibernation, we are coming out with this Epiphany Season 2017 issue. Due 
to scarcity of writer-contributors it is decided to come out within the seasons of the Christian Calendar which are 

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. The theme and mode of these Christian seasons shall also serve 
as the overall theme of each edition.  While some standards of a news magazine are disregarded and comes out in an avant-
garde format, we shall always adhere to the essentials of responsible journalism and Christian ethics and will be guided by 
the Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion by which reasons the Episcopal Church in the Philippines exists. 
This editorial also serves as a solicitation advertisement for your article contributions for our next Lent-Easter issue./TAd

Rt Rev Joel A Pachao

E d i t o r i a l 

The inspiration for the theme of this year's Convention, 
drawn from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles [20:24] is 
part of the sad farewell of Paul to the elders of the Church 

in Ephesus who he sent for when he stopped at Miletus. From the 
Book of Acts we are told that Paul undertook three missionary 
journeys preaching about Jesus and teaching His word. The first 
two missionary journeys [Acts 13:4-15:35 and Acts 15:36-18:22] 
start in Antioch, Syria to parts of Europe and Asia and end back in 
Antioch, Syria. In the cities visited during these journeys, in spite 
of oftentimes violent opposition, many carne to accept Jesus and 
churches were established.

Like on his first two missionary 
journeys Paul starts again his third 
missionary journey from Syrian 

Antioch revisiting some of the cities he 
had earlier preached at and the churches 
that were established as a result of his 
preaching arrd teaching. This time though 
Paul is not returning to Antioch but he was 
proceeding to Jerusalem, hopefully in time 
for the feast of Pentecost. And towards 
the end of his third missionary when he 
was in Miletus, Paul sent for the elders of 
the church in Ephesus. As we read Paul's 
farewell [Acts 20:17-36] we note something' 
it tells us how intensely focused Paul 
was in his mission. He did not allow 
hardships and threats to his well-being 

and life to distract him from pursuing 
and accomplishing what the Lord has 
laid upon him [Acts 20:18-19]. Even in the 
midst of uncertainty and imminent danger 
Paul remained steadfast in his mission.
 
"Ngem saan a nasken no agbiagak man wenno 
matayak matungpal ko la ketdi ti nakaibaonak 
ket maileppasko ti trabaho nga inted kaniak 
ni Apo Hesus - ti panangiwaragawag ko iti 
Naimbag a Damag maipapan iti parabur ti 
Dios." (Acts 20:24)

Wherever he went, whatever 
circumstances prevailed Paul 
never wavered from this mission. 

Now that is the key to Paul's effectiveness. 

“Proclaim the Good News 
with Focus and Sincerity...”

Proclaim the Good News...next page
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Revisiting the Five 
Marks of Mission

The Five Marks of Mission have been developed 
by the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) 
over a period of time beginning from 1984. They 

were affirmed by the Lambeth Conferences 1988 and 
1998. It is accepted as a summary of the ministry of 
our Lord and since then they have been considered 
by the Provinces of the Anglican Communion as an 
understanding of what the Church’s mission is about.

The Marks of Mission were adopted by the 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines in 1990 
when we ratified the Constitution and Canons 

for the government of the new Anglican Province of 
the Episcopal Church in the Philippines. In Article I, 
Section of the Constitution and Canons of the ECP 
we state that “The purpose for the existence of this 
Church is to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom 
of God; to baptize, teach and nurture New Believers, to 
respond to human needs by loving service; and to seek 
to transform unjust structures of society.” We adopted 
the original four Marks of Mission. The 5th Mark was 
added later, and the addition to the 4th Mark to include 
the need to contend against violence and the ministry 
for peace-building was added by the ACC in 2012.

While the Five Marks of Mission were 
adopted also in many Provinces in the 
Anglican Communion as well as by other 

denominations who used them as the basis of action 
plans and creative mission ideas, the ECP adopted the 
Marks of Mission (including the 5th Mark and addition 
of the 4th Mark, I presume) as the very purpose of 
existence. Yet how many of us taught them to our people 
and used them to guide our mission and ministry? 
We are all urged to revisit the Five Marks of Mission 
together with the members of our congregations and 
pray and plan how we can live them out – for after all, 
we claim that they are the purpose for the existence of 
our Church. So again, here they are:
To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers;
To respond to human need by loving service;
To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to 
challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace 
and reconciliation;
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of the earth. 
  - Bishop Joel A Pachao

We must draw away from the temptation 
of putting Paul in a pedestal, Just like us 
Paul was an ordinary person who was 
empowered by God. But he did something 
to the power given him. He did not dilute 
it with many priorities but focused all the 
power given him towards accomplishing 
the mission the Lord has laid on him.

This focus gave him the intensity and 
clarity of purpose. I am sure all of us 
have used a flashlight at one time or 

another. There are times when we switch it 
on and its light is so diffused. Sure it lights 
a wider area but it is very dim. Then we 
adjust it until the light beam is focused- 
lighting a smaller area but more brightly 
and clearly. As we reflect on our theme 
may Paul remind us to be focused on 
doing the mission the Lord has laid upon 
us and to do it more intensely even in the 
midst of issues and priorities competing 
for our attention.

In 2014 we reached the 25th year of our 
existence as a Diocese. As I reflected 
on this many things came to mind. 

I remembered our early struggles as a 
diocese and the difficulties we had to 
go through. Our institutional issues and 
insecurities were compounded by two 
major disastrous events - the earthquake 
of 1990 and the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo 
a year later. Even with these much had 
been accomplished. New missions were 
established in Zambales, Pangasinan, La 
Union and in the Baguio-Benguet area. 
Churches have been constructed in many 
places around the Diocese. More and more 
congregations are taking the responsibility 
of bearing the cost of local mission and 
ministry. From five parishes in 1969 
we now have 13 including one each in 
Pangasinan and La Union. This does not 
include those congregations taking care of 
100o/o of their expenses but have yet to be 
accepted as full-fledged parishes. Other 
congregations are exhibiting various levels 

“Proclaim the Good News...” from page 2
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of financial sufficiency through sustained 
stewardship education and by their 
participation in the 10%Solution Program.

It also dawned on me that as we grow 
and expand our energy and resources 
are getting so diffused among so 

many congregations spread over an ever 
widening area. It was this realization that 
prompted me in my address to the 2015 
Convention to raise the possibility of 
dividing the Diocese as a way of regaining 
focus and strengthening mission and 
ministry – as was our experience when 
we became a new diocese carved from the 
Episcopal Diocese of Central Philippines. 
At an appropriate time a resolution to 
this effect will be presented to us. I urge 
Convention to pass the said resolution.
And we continue to grow. Tonight 
two resolutions will come before you. 
One is asking for the admission of the 
congregation in San Carlos Heights, to be 
named St. Basil, as an organized mission 
in union with Convention. The other seeks 
to admit St, Peter Episcopal Church in 
Cabacab, Mankayan to be admitted as an 
aided-parish in union with Convention. 
Both congregations meet the canonical 
requirements for the status they seek so I 
ask that Convention pass these resolutions.

We are also on the verge of 
gaining additional territory and 
two congregations in Ilocos 

Sur. We received a resolution from the 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Luzon 
on their intention to cede Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur 
and St. Chad Episcopal Church in San 
Andres, Candon, Ilocos Sur. This has been 
a subject of discussion and agreement 
between the late Bishop Esteban Sabawil 
and myself. The concerned congregations 
have consented to the late Bishop Esteban 
Sabawil and myself. The concerned 
congregations have consented to this in 
accordance with Article VII Section I of the 
Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal 
Church I urge Convention to give consent 
to this intention. I see no reason why this 
will not be ratified by Synod in May so 

The Bishop addressing convention delegates during 
the opening service of the 29th EDNCP Annual 
Convention at the Cathedral of the Resurrection.

with the permission of the late Bp Sabawil 
we invited the resident deacon and 
observers from both congregations.
Yes, in May the Episcopal Church in the 
Philippines will hold its Synod. We need to 
elect the appropriate number of delegates 
to represent us. Aside from electing our 
delegates Convention needs to express its 
mind to two proposed amendments to the 
Constitution and Canons. Both proposed 
amendments were approved on first 
reading at the last Synod. The pertinent 
document will be laid before you, if it 
has not been inserted in your kits. There 
is no doubt in my mind that most of you 
are already aware that among the agenda 
of the coming Synod is the call for a new 
Prime Bishop as the incumbent is due. 
We have appointed representatives to the 
Nominations Committee as well as to the 
Elections Committees.

Proclaim the Good News....next page
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The same power that was working in St. Paul is at work in us as individual 
believers empowering us to be devoted to Christ and to each other. It is also at 
work in the Diocese enabling us to reach out to others with the love of Christ. I 

have asked that we revisit the Five Marks of Mission. The Five Marks of Mission have 
been developed by the Anglican Consultative Council from 1984 to 1990. They were 
affirmed by the Lambeth Conferences in 1g88 and 1998.

Since then they have been adopted as an understanding of what contemporary 
mission is all about. They are a summary of the mission of Jesus and the Episcopal 
Church in the Philippines adopted them as the very reason for its existence. Yet 

how many of us have taken the Five Marks of Mission to heart and seriously and 
purposefully studied them, taught them to our people and used them to guide our 
mission and ministry.

Here they are: to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom; to teach, baptize and 
nurture new believers; to respond to human needs by loving service; to seek to 
transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 

to pursue peace and reconciliation; to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of the earth. If the mission of Jesus is the very reason for our 
existence then all our spiritual energy, all our power, all our resources must be focused 
on fulfilling them. That is the lesson we learn from Paul. And we should learn it well. 
Without focus and sincerity we cannot expect to proclaim the good news in the midst 
of life in the 21st century. (Bishop’s Address during the opening service of the 29th EDNCP 
Annual Convention at the Cathedral of the Resurrection on February 21, 2017) /TAd

The Clergy leads the procession during the Opening Service of the 29th Diocesan Convention a 
the Diocesan Center compound.

Proclaim the Good News...from previous page
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[Episcopal News Service – Manila, 
Philippines] 

When Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry and Prime Bishop Renato 
Abibico recently signed a 

concordat agreement, they did so as equals.
Longtime covenant companions, the 
Episcopal Church and Episcopal Church in 
the Philippines entered a new commitment 
to remain in partnership and to learn from 
one another in the areas of program, mission 
and ministry.
“The [concordat] is intentionally designed 
as a partnership between two equal partners 
in the gospel,” said Curry, in an interview 
with Episcopal News Service, following the 
document’s signing.

The bishops signed the concordat, 
based in friendship, cooperation 
and mutual respect, during a Feb. 18 

Eucharist at the Cathedral of St. Mary and St. 
John in Quezon City, a part of metro Manila. 
Clergy travelled in some cases more than 12 
hours to witness the historic document’s 
signing. Curry made the Philippines his 
first of four stops on a tour of Asia and 
Southeast Asia that included Hong Kong, 
China and Taiwan.
“The [concordat] fully commits us,” said 
Renato, following the concordat’s signing. 
“It’s not just a document.”

The companion agreement, as it’s 
defined in the concordat, was six 
years in the making, said Peter Ng, 

the Episcopal Church’s officer for Asia and 
the Pacific, now retired, who accompanied 
Curry on his visit, along with the Rev. 
Charles Robertson, canon to the presiding 
bishop for ministry beyond the Episcopal 
Church; the Rev. David Copley, director of 

U.S.-based, Philippine Episcopal Churches Enter 
Concordat Agreement
Presiding Bishop visited the Philippines on Asia, 
Southeast Asia tour
         By Lynette Wilson

 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry speaks to a packed 
audience at Trinity University of Asia during a 
keynote address focused on the Jesus Movement. 

Photo: Lynette Wilson/Episcopal News Service

global partnerships and mission personnel; 
Neva Rae Fox, the church’s public affairs 
officer; and Sharon Jones, executive assistant 
to the presiding bishop.

The Episcopal Church established a 
missionary district in the Philippines 
in 1901, when the United States 

controlled the archipelago. In 1965, the 
church became a missionary diocese; and in 
1990 the Episcopal Church of the Philippines 
became an autonomous province of the 
Anglican Communion. At the time of 
autonomy, the two churches established a 
covenant relationship, whereby the U.S.-
based church continued to provide the 
Philippine church with 60 percent of its 
operating budget.

U.S.-Based....on page 7



During a visit to the Philippine 
church’s national headquarters in 
a brand-new building on its 37-

acre compound in Quezon City, which 
also includes Trinity University of Asia 
and St. Andrew’s Theological Seminary, 
the presiding bishop and his staff heard a 
presentation by Floyd Lalwet, the Philippine 
church’s provincial secretary, about its 
story from financial dependence to self-
sufficiency.

Two years after becoming an 
independent province the Joint 
Committee on the Philippine 

Covenant in 1992 proposed a 15-year plan 
to gradually reduce the support from the 
Episcopal Church from $800,000 to $533,333 
to $267,667 over five-year intervals.
In 2004, a year after the Philippine church 
ran its highest-ever budget deficit, its 
leadership, by then worried for the church’s 
survival, contemplated asking the Episcopal 
Church for a three-year extension. After 
heated debate, however, the church reversed 
course and decided rather than prolong its 
dependence, it would become independent 
on Jan. 1, 2005, two years before the 
agreement expired, explained Lalwet.
“It took the leadership to change its 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Prime Bishop 
Renato Abibico in a jovial conversation at the 

National Office in Quezon City

thinking,” he said, adding that in 2005, after 
implementing the church ended the year 
with a $60,000 surplus.

The covenant relationship between the 
U.S.-based Episcopal Church and the 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines 

remained intact in 2005, but rather than 
use the subsidy for operating expenses the 
money was added to the church’s Centennial 
Endowment Fund, established in 2001.
Today, the church is renovating its 
headquarters’ campus, with plans to build 
a new, state-of-the-art hospital to replace 
nearby St. Luke’s Hospital and to build 
a new seminary to replace St. Andrew’s. 
The church has also implemented a 
Receivers to Givers policy, changing the 
church’s mindset from one of dependence 
to independence. The shift in mindset and 
financial independence, Lalwet said, has 
changed the culture of the church and has 
instilled a sense of pride in its members.
There was a time, he said, when friendly 
visits were a setup, “at the end of the day we 
were just there to ask for something. Today, 
when we sit at the table, we sit as partners, 
and that has strengthened the relationship 
and made it more exciting. People here are 
happy they can share something.”
(In September of 2014, bishops from the 
Episcopal Church’s Province IX dioceses 
spent a week in the Philippines studying 
the church’s self-sustainability model. 
The Episcopal Church maintains covenant 
relationships with the Anglican Church of 
Mexico, the Anglican churches in Central 
America, the Anglican-Episcopal Church of 
Brazil, and the Episcopal Church of Liberia.
The Episcopal Church in the Philippines’ 
autonomy journey is a story of miracles; 
a model that the rest of the Anglican 
Communion, including the Episcopal 
Church, can learn from, said Curry, in an 
interview with ENS.
“By miracle, I mean, a miracle that resulted 
from people being in partnership with God 
and doing the hard work, and it actually 
worked,” said Curry. “The Episcopal 

U.S.-Based....on page 8
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Church in the Philippines has learned how 
to maximize its assets, and as a result, it is 
experiencing new life.”

For the Rev. Thomas Maddela, St. 
Andrew’s registrar and a liturgics 
professor, the presiding bishop’s visit 

marked an occasion “to look back at our 
mother church and to share our stories and 
our continuing struggles” and to assure the 
church’s commitment to cooperation.
In the past, he said, the Philippine church 
reflected the American church’s influence. 
Autonomy, however, changed that and 
in 2001, during the church’s centennial 
celebration, it introduced its version of the 
Book of Common Prayer, which was revised 
in 2014 and is now in the process of being 
translated into four languages.
Increasingly the church reflects the “culture 
of the people,” said Maddela, in an interview 
with ENS outside the cathedral.

Curry spent two nights in the 
Philippines; it was the first time a 
presiding bishop preached at the 

cathedral since the late 1980s when Edmond 
Lee Browning visited. Frank Griswold 
didn’t visit the Philippines during his term 
as presiding bishop; Katharine Jefferts 
Schori visited twice but didn’t preach at the 
cathedral. “Visits from presiding bishops 
are very symbolic,” said Lalwet. “Whenever 
a presiding bishop comes here he or she 
is considered family, one of us. And the 
people are so excited.” Curry’s visit, said 
Lalwet, also came at a time when Filipinos, 
some of them frustrated by the actions of the 
country’s controversial president, Rodrigo 
Duterte, and his war on drugs, needed to 
hear a positive message.

On Feb. 17, the day before he 
preached at the cathedral, Curry 
gave a keynote address focused on 

the Jesus Movement to a packed audience 
of students and seminarians at Trinity 
University of Asia on the 20th anniversary 
of the covenant agreement.
“God likes to work through movements 
of people to change the face of the earth,” 
he told the students and seminarians, 

referencing Abraham and Sarah, and Moses.
“Love of God and love of neighbor … that’s 
a formula for transforming the world,” said 
Curry, as he walked across the stage. “And 
you’ve got to love God because that’s the 
source from whom you are made.”
“Following the way of Jesus sets folk free, 
and it brings folk together … The truth is we 
are one in Jesus Christ, and that’s a message 
not just for the church but the world.”
Curry’s address stirred applause from 
the crowd. The students and seminarians 
were “very excited,” said the Rev. Gloria 
Mapangdol, dean of St. Andrew’s Seminary. 
“It was the first time they’d heard ‘an 
evangelist’ talk like that.”
His message resonated with seminarians – 
48 total, 19 females — who are required to 
apply what they learn in the classroom to 
their field work, said Mapangdol.
In Manila, Curry also visited the Iglesia 
Filipina Independiente, or the Philippine 
Independent Church, a full-communion 
partner with the Episcopal Church since 
1961.
It was a blessing, said Curry, for him to visit 
the IFI, a church rooted in revolution.
“God came among us as the person of Jesus 
to start a revolution,” said Curry. “The IFI is 
a church crusading for justice.”

U.S.-based....from page 7

ECP Prime Bishop Renato Abibico (left) and TEC 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry (right) signing the 
Concordat Agreement between the two churches at 
the National  Cathedral of Saint Mary and Saint 
John in Quezon City. 

Photo: Lynette Wilson/Episcopal News Service



"Let us go in peace to 
love and, serve the Lord 
by proclaiming in word 
and deed the Good 
News of God in Christ”

We have studied Paul as he is 
presented to us in the Book of the 

Acts of the Apostles. We looked at him 
from many sides and different angles 
through the Opening Address, the sermons 
in the two Eucharistic celebrations and 
through the two excellent bible studies. 
We learn that Paul was a fearless apostle of 
the Lord never fearing even in the face of 
danger. He was so focused on the mission 
he received from the Lord that he was 
willing to lay down his life to achieve and 
finish it. In his farewell to the elders of 
the Church in Ephesus Paul reminds how 
he had preached and taught fearlessly 
withholding nothing from them [walang 
labis, walang kulang] that was to their good. 
He tells them that he worked with his 
own hands to earn whatever he and his 
companions needed so as not to bother 
anyone. And he tells them he is willing 
to face whatever awaits him in the future 
trusting fully in the Holy Spirit. But Paul 
also makes a demand on them. They had a 
duty solemn duty as overseers of the flock 
that God has bought with the blood of 
Chris and entrusted to them. It was a not a 
duty that they sought but one laid on them 
by the Spirit of God. He also reminds them 
of the dangers ahead. 

Paul was too aware that wherever 
and whenever the word of God is 
preached and taught Satan is not far 

behind. Satan is never far away, always 
ready to scatter the flock and lead people 
away from God. And Paul’s warnings 
were no empty words. We learn from 
history that the early Church faced internal 
disagreements. And as the apostles and 
first disciples of Jesus died away the 
Church was beset by false teachings even 
from people who claim to be followers of 
Jesus. It was also a persecuted church. The 

members faced political and economic ‘ 
repression. In many instances many of the 
believers were faced with the stark choice: 
renounce Jesus and live or hold on to the 
faith and die. The Church would have 
died in infancy if it were not for people 
like Polycarp who fought to maintain the 
true teachings of Christ and watered the 
seed of the Church with their blood. And 
through three hundred years of repression 
and persecution the Church of God not 
only survived but spread throughout the 
Roman Empire because of people who, 
like Polycarp, following the examples 
of Paul and the Apostles were steadfast 
in teaching and preaching the Good 
News. Many of them are simple folks 
who allowed the power of the Holy Spirit 
to work in and through them As God’s 
people in our time the challenges we face 
are remotely comparable to those faced 
by Paul and the apostles. We do not face 
repression and persecution as the young 
Church did. Nevertheless, the challenges 
that they Church faces in its mission and 
ministry are real. They are real but not 
insurmountable. And we can begin facing 
them as soon as we leave the halls of this 
Convention.

When we attend the Holy Eucharist 
each Sunday we are uplifted and 
inspired. Whether in a home, 

in a simple church or in the grandeur of 
a Cathedral we gather in the company 
of brothers and sisters in the faith to lift 

“Let us go...next page

The clergy renewing their ordination vows at the 
closing service of convention. 
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our hearts in praise and bare our souls 
in penitence. We pray for each other and 
the world and offer our gifts, and are 
nourished with the Word of God read from 
Scriptures and preached and with the most 
blessed Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And we are touched by the hymns 
and spiritual songs we sing and we are 
uplifted.

But after all of these we are brought 
back to earth when we are dismissed 
with these words “Go in peace 

to love and serve the Lord.” There is a 
twofold movement in the Eucharist: the 
coming together and the command to 
disperse to the world to love and serve the 
Lord. It tells us that that our worship at the 
Eucharist continues when we go into the 
world. There is no disconnect between our 
worship and our daily life.

The same is true with Conventions. 
We come together. We are uplifted 
and inspired by workings of the 

“Let us go....from previous page

BSA HOLDS NATIONAL CONVENTION & 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“Caring for Creation: A Perspective 
for Discipleship”, with this theme the 
Brotherhood of Saint Andrew held its 

annual National Convention and Triennial 
General Assembly on December 5-7, 2016 at the 
Episcopal Diocese of Davao Mission Center in 
Matina, Davao City.
The event was well-attended by official 
and visiting delegates from all the Districts 
(Dioceses) of the Episcopal Church in the 
Philippines. 

The Prime Bishop, Renato Abibico graced 
the occasion and challenged the BSA 
brothers in his address to actively 

participate in the succesful conclusion of 
the Vision-Mission-Goal 2018 by intentional 
connection of its 3 disciplines and programs to 
the set goals of the VMG 2018. Brother Richard 
Stone Pooten was re-elected as president 
during the culmination of the convention-
assembly./dbt

The EDNCP BSA contingent in workshop (top 
photo) and the participants infront of the EDD 
Diocesan office (lower photo).

Holy Spirit as we read the reports of what 
is happening around the Diocese, by 
the Holy Eucharist we celebrate, by the 
sermons we hear and the wonderful Bible 
studies. And we are moved to make plans. 
Then we disperse to the world, we go back 
to our churches and communities. There 
should be no disconnect in what happened 
in Convention and the daily carrying out 
of our mission and ministry.

Learning from the theme of 
Convention we go out with clearer 
and sharper focus and with more 

intensity as we allow the power of the 
Holy Spirit to work in us.
As we end the 29h Diocesan Convention I 
say, “Let us go in peace to love and, serve 
the Lord by proclaiming in word and deed 
the Good News of God in Christ.”
(The Bishop’s 2017 Convention Closing Address/
TAd)
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Posted on: February 3, 2017 2:59 PM
Anglican News Service (ACNS)

[ACNS] Bishop Esteban Sabawil of 
Northern Luzon in the Episcopal 
Church of the Philippines, has died 

at the age of 61, just over a year after 
being consecrated. Bishop Sabawil was 
ordained in 1983 in his hometown in the 
northern Province of Kalinga. Initially 
destined to be sent to Hawaii, in response 
to a request by the diocese there to take 
care of a congregation composed mostly 
of Filipinos, he was instead sent to a very 
remote congregation in the northern 
Philippines – Adams, in the province of 
Ilocos Norte. He recalled arriving to his 
new posting in rain and hiking for three 
hours uphill and along a winding road. 
His ministry involved going, on occasion, 
on foot for five or six hours.

In 1986 when the Diocese of Northern 
Luzon was carved out of the Diocese of 
the Northern Philippines, Fr Sabawil 

was sent there and took on the dual 
functions of canon missioner and social 
concerns officer, attending to many social 
issues at a time when armed conflicts 
abounded not only between the military 
and rebel forces but also involving local 
tribes. He was installed as the fourth 
Bishop of that diocese in October 2015.
He married Amalia in 1985 and they 
had six children. He once applied 
unsuccessfully for a vacant government 
post and then ran for a position as a local 
mayor, but he wasn’t elected. He realised 
that as an ordained person, government 

Tributes paid 
following death 
of Filipino Bishop 
Esteban Sabawil

service was not for him, saying: “There are 
so many politicians, while there are so few 
clergymen”; and he described the desire to 
enter politics – as an active clergyman – as 
a temptation to be resisted, due to the fact 
of there “only being a few labourers in the 
midst of so great a work!”
Giving the homily at his funeral, the 
Prime Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 
the Philippines, the Most Revd Renato 
Abibico, recalled that unsuccessful foray 
into local politics: “He went on indefinite 
leave from the active ministry in order 
to run for the position of Mayor in Pasil, 
Kalinga, but because he did not know the 
‘art of politics’ he lost miserably, or to be 
more theological in language, God did not 
approve his plans” he said.
“It is too unfortunate that he has not been 
able to find full expression of his ministry 
as a bishop, as he only served just a little 
more than a year, because death has 
befriended him too soon. . . In our midst 
lies a husband, a father, a grandfather, a 
failed politician, a deacon, priest and a 
bishop all rolled into one. Indeed, Bishop 
Sabawil might be like Zacchaeus in 
stature but is a Goliath in terms of good 
and commendable accomplishments 
that adorned his colourful, abundant 
and well lived life where I am sure God 
is well pleased with him saying, “this 
is my beloved son in whom I am well 
pleased.”TAd

Rt Rev Esteban G. Sabawil
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NEWSBRIEFNEWSBRIEF
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2017

AND
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK CELEBRATIONS

Paraders for the National Bible Week celebrations gathered at the new Malcolm Square for the culminating activity. 
The EDNCP contingent leads the parade (left inset). Ordained ministers of the Baguio-Benguet Ecumenical Group 
joined (right inset) in the blessing of the congregations during the Liturgical Service held at the Cathedral of the 
Resurrection on the fourth day of the week-long celebration of the worldwide Week of  Prayer for Christian Unity.
/FB photos

This year’s celebration of the National Bible 
Week (NBW) and the international Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity (WOPCU) 

were jointly observed and spearheaded by the 
Baguio-Benguet Ecumenical Group on January 
23-28, 2017. Both events started with the 
unfolding of tarpaulin and schedule of activities 
during the regular flag raising ceremony infront 
of the city hall on January 23, 2017 at 7:00 AM. 
The Baguio First United Methodist Church 
hosted the first ecumenical liturgical service in 
the afternoon of the same day.

The Philippine Military Academy 
Evangelical Church hosted on the second 
day and followed by the St Stephen 

Lutheran Church, Episcopal Cathedral Church 
of the Resurrection, the Roman Catholic Baguio 

Cathedral and culminated in the afternoon of 
January 28th at the United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines’ city church. 

The culminating activity of the WOPCU 
saw the participation of church choirs 
singing two musical pieces during 

the service. Theme of this years WOPCU is, 
“Reconciliation:the Love of Christ Compels us” 
based on  2 Corinthians 5:14-20.

The National Bible Week’s theme on 
the other hand is, “The Bible: Hope for 
Community Progress” with scriptural 

accompaniments from Psalm 133:1 and Romans 
12:4-16. /dbt
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The La Trinidad Ecumenical Group joins the 
world in celebrating the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity on January 23 – 28, 2017, this 

time in La Trinidad. 

The La Trinidad Ecumenical Council of Churches 
(LTECC) led the La Trinidad community in the 
observance of this year’s Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity with different churches hosting for 
the first time.

Due to growing invitation for ecumenical 
services in La Trinidad, representatives from 
different churches decided to sit down and 

formally organize the La Trinidad Ecumenical Group.
After their first meeting last October 2016 the group’s 
constitution and bylaws were ratified last January 10, 
2017 thus naming their group as LTECC.

Week of Prayer kicks off in La Trinidad

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is one of 
the activities planned by the group for this year.
In an interview with the LTECC coordinator the 

Rev. Agustin B. Lizardo III, Rector of the Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany, said that “The clamour for 
an ecumenical organization within the municipality 
of La Trinidad by a group of priests and pastors from 
different churches to sit down and make a long dream 
come true.” The group aims to promote and enhance 
Christian unity among ministers and members. 
Hosts for this year are: Epiphany Episcopal Parish 
(Episcopal Church in the Philippines), La Trinidad 
Baptist Church (Southern Baptist Church), Church 
of Nazarene, Cordillera Lutheran Church (Lutheran 
Church), UCCP Cabanao (United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines), and San Jose Parish (Roman Catholic 
Church) which hosted from Monday to Saturday 
respectively.

Culminating program of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity at the San Jose Parish of the Roman Catholic Church 
in La Trinidad, Benguet.

The Episcopal Church participants sang during the culminating program of the WOPCU 2017 celebration.

NEWSBRIEFNEWSBRIEF

Other members of the group are Wesleyan 
Church and Assembly of God.
One member of the congregation who refused 

to be named mentioned that she has always joined 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, she is very 
grateful that she does not need to go far to be a part of 
it and she will now have the chance to pray together 
with people in the neighbourhood.  
Other activity of the group for the month of January is 
the implementation of the localized ordinance which 
is the celebration of the National Bible Week which 
commenced in January 25, 2017 held at the Peace Park 
(formerly Tabanda Park)
The LTECC office is located at Epiphany Episcopal 
Parish Compound, 1B-02 Betag, Km5  La  Trinidad,  
Benguet,   the group  encourages  more  memberships  
from  other  churches../ Myrna Bayang-Lizardo
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NEWSBRIEFNEWSBRIEF

Fiesta in Cabacab

Amidst settling mists and cold breeze 
blowing from the vegetable gardens, 
members of the congregation and guests 

gathered at Saint Peter Episcopal Church in the 
morning of January 28, 2017 in the occasion of 
this year’s fiesta celebration.

Bishop Joel Pachao presided the 
Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist which also 
saw the Reception of seven (7) persons to 

the Episcopal Church and Confirmation of three 
(3) young members of the congregation.

After the service, representatives from 
the different local church units of the 
Mountain Trail Deanery took turn in the 

entertainment of the congregation during the 
short program that followed. The Bishop with 
the clergy in attendance belted out two hymns 
with the delight of the crowd. A sumptuous 
lunch of meat and fresh vegetables were served 
after which the congregation and guests parted 
happy and contented looking forward for next 
year’s celebration.

The church is located in vegetable-
rich Barangay Cabacab in the hills of 
Mankayan, Benguet. The Rev Fenjie 

Degawan pastors this congregation. /TAd

The congregation of St Peter Episcopal Church with the Bishop and some clergy of 
the deanery and the Canon to the Ordinary.

Confirmation at St Peter’s Church

Candidates for Reception are presented
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Easter College Celebrates 
111th Foundation 

Anniversary

Easter College, more famously referred to 
as Easter School, takes pride in having 
been instrumental in strengthening the 

Anglican faith and promoting education, being 
the first private school to open in 1906 in the 
Cordilleras by the Rt. Rev. Charles Henry Brent, 
an Anglican Missionary from the United States 
of America.  The first batch of 8 Igorot boys 
continues to be an inspiration among Easterites 
as their story exemplifying their passion for 
learning that made them hike for one week from 
Bontoc, Mountain Province to Baguio City to be 
educated became a classic example.

The teachers, originally composed of 
Americans, commented on the high 
intellectual capability of their students, 

who, indeed, as professionals, excelled in their 
respective fields.  Hillary Clapp (Pitapit), one 
of the first eight boys, became a medical doctor 
and was also appointed a governor of Mountain 
Province.

In 1909, the school opened its doors to girls 
through the efforts of Deaconess Anne 
Hargreaves, a clear indication of respect for 

equal rights, at a time when gender equality 
was not a popular battlecry among women.  
The Easter Weaving Room, now famous for 
its world-class woven materials and souvenir 
items, served as training ground for girls for 
their vocational training.

During the Second World War, the Easter 
compound was used as a Japanese 
garrison leading to the temporary 

closure of the school. But even the ravages of war, 
leaving only 2 structures standing, did not stop 
the school from resuming its operation after the 
war.  By the end of the American colonization, as 
the national and local administration was slowly 
filled with Filipinos, likewise, the administration 

Easter College: Service 
and Ministry 
100 years and beyond

Excellence is the quality of being truly 
the best at something. Interestingly our 
campaign slogan says: “Easter College: 

Your Excellent Choice!” What do we exactly 
mean when we say Easter College is your 
excellent choice? What makes it an excellent 
choice for education? I am sure the missionaries 
who established this institution in the nineteen 
hundreds have thought of providing excellent 
education to every child who enters the portals 
of this institution.

We came up with a theme which 
revolves around pursuing excellence 
on this 111th Founding Anniversary 

Celebration of Easter College (then Easter 
School); so that we can reflect together on one of 
the most neglected subject in the Bible and that 
is “the pursuit of excellence.” Particularly, our 
theme is gleaned from 1 Corinthians 15:58 & 2 
Corinthians 8:7. On his First and Second Letter, 
Paul exhorts the young congregation in Corinth 
to pursue excellence in all aspect of their life:

1. Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, 
immovable, always excelling in the work of the 
Lord, because you know that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain (v. 58 of 1 Cor. 15).

2. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, and in all eagerness and 
in the love from us that is in you—make sure 
that you excel in this act of kindness too (V.7 of 
2 Cor. 8).

The key word here is work or labor: In the 
Garden of Eden, God designed humanity 
to work—to be creative and productive. 

It is part of God’s design that man will use 

Celebration Theme: 
“Pursuing Excellence and 

Increasing in the Knowledge of 
God”

Easter College....page 8 Celebration.....page 9
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of Easter was slowly handed over to Filipino 
administrators in 1956.

Being the first private school to be 
established, Easter rightfully claims 
to have educated not only sons and 

daughters of American missionaries, servicemen, 
and government officers.  It also catered to 
neighboring provinces, most especially those 
coming from the Cordilleras.  In fact, it has also 
produced the first Cordilleran to serve as city 
councilor in the person of Eugene Pucay,Sr.,  
who aside from being a being a great softball 
player and philanthropist, also contributed to 
the establishment of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association (YMCA) of Baguio and helped 
established the Masons of Baguio.

After offering elementary education 
for 54 years, Easter opened its high 
school department in 1963. While 

Easter is known as a school mostly attended by 
‘highlanders’ and Anglicans, it never closed its 
doors to  students and employees coming from 
any part of the country and those belonging to 
different religious denominations. At present, 
it is a hodgepodge of cultures, beliefs and 
nationalities, after being granted the permit to 
accept foreign students in all levels.

Easter College’s basic education program, 
from its pre-school program to high 
school, has consistently proved its 

competency being accredited by the ACSCU- 
AAI (Association of Christian Schools, 
Colleges and Universities Accrediting Agency, 
Incorporated).  Year after year of its operation, 
it aims to surpass its current status and aims 
for autonomy by continuously improving 
and developing its programs and physical 
facilities.  Under the administration of Dr. 
Marilyn Ngales, Easter College’s first president, 
a Special Education (SPED) program was also 
instituted to cater to children with special needs.  
This program, also known as SARAH (Special 
Action and Rehabilitation for the Handicapped 
provides education and care to children who are 
blind, deaf-mute, mentally handicapped and 
those with learning disabilities.

So that it can continue to educate its 
graduates, the college department was 
added in 1995 as a brainchild of Dr. 

Marilyn Ngales. Education Courses were the 
first to be offered along with the non-traditional 
courses such as Indigenous Studies, Legal 
Studies, Environmental Studies, Development 
Studies and Cooperative Studies.  Such non-
traditional courses, however, had to give way 

to courses that were 
dictated by the industry.   
In 2003, Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing 
course was offered, 
which has continuously 
placed Easter among the 
top three performing 
schools in the Cordillera 
Administrative Region 
(CAR) and Region I 
for its consistent good 
performance in all Nurse 
Licensure Examinations 
since it graduated its first batch in 2007.  The 
Department of Nursing is the only school in 
Baguio City integrating Sign Language course 
in its curriculum.

In 2004, Dr. Benjamin R. Yngente, a professor 
from the Trinity University of Asia was 
installed second president of Easter College. 

Owing to his experiences, he introduced major 
reforms in the college in terms of organizational 
structure, infrastructure, and recommended for 
the opening of two new courses- Bachelor of 
Science in Hotel and Restaurant Management 
and Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration.  The college department, on the 
other hand has also gained level II accreditation 
from the ACSCU-AAI for its Education courses 
during his term.

At present, Easter College is headed by 
Dr. Brigitt S. Santiago.  As an alumni 
herself, Dr. Santiago is not new to 

Easter.  She was a former librarian, instructor, 
dean, member of the Board of Trustees and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs before she 
was installed third president on January 21, 
2010.  While continuing the legacy of the past 
administrations, Dr. Santiago further instituted 
developments in the college.  The SPED (Special 
EducationProgram) is now formally recognized 
as a separate department.  The English as a 
Second Language (ESL) program started its 
operation, graduating two batches of Korean 
students as of the present. On the other hand, 
the Department of Hospitality and Business 
Management (DHBM) is eyeing the offering 
of Technical-Vocational Education under 
the ladderized program of the department 
in partnership with CHEd (Commission on 
Higher Education) and TESDA (Technical Skills 
Development Authority).  The programs that 
will be offered are Associate of Science in Hotel 
and Restaurant Management (2 years), Associate 

Charles Henry Brent

Easter College....from page 7

Easter College.....page 17
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of Arts in Hotel and Restaurant Service (1 year) 
and the short courses (3-6 months) to be offered 
are National Certificate 2 in Food and Beverage, 
Housekeeping, Rooms Division, Banquet 
and Catering and Commercial Cooking. The 
administration is also currently working on the 
permit for the opening of a Criminology course.

Situated in the outskirts of the city, away 
from the hustle and bustle of the central 
business district, Easter College offers 

an environment conducive to learning as 
it has maintained an environment-friendly 
atmosphere with its wide spaces and cool fresh 
air. Through the years, it has stood the test of time 
as it continues to stand by its vision statement 
as “An academic community rooted in the Holy 
Scriptures, strategically responsive to global and 
national realities, and significantly contributing 
to the transformation of its constituents into 
becoming responsible Christian stewards of 
industry and community.”  It is a vision that 
is slowly being realized with the support from 
the members of the Board of Trustees and the 
alumni. (Source: WWW.eastercollege.ph)

Easter College.....from page 8

Celebration.....from page 9

his hands to work the soil—work is a creative participation in God’s huge project—CREATION 
(Genesis 2: 15). The preacher of the Book of Ecclesiastes, our OT reading this morning mentions 
the hand: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might…” The hand is synonymous to 
work. One Biblical scholar suggests that this is an idiomatic expression that says “whatever you 
find worth doing, do it right and diligent.” Give your best in everything you do. The preacher of 
Ecclesiastes teaches us that apart from faith in God and living one’s life for God, life is empty and 
futile. But this does not mean that we should therefore have a luke warm attitude by which one 
simply drifts along since nothing really matters-- because it does. Life is full of opportunities and 
there is work to be done. This means that the strength and abilities we have are to be used to take 
advantage of the opportunities God gives us to participate in his mission in the World.

 Man work for himself, for others, and most importantly for God—God is our motivation 
for work –so work is a sacred act. When we work we are driven by something powerful than 
money or power. We work because we are created to work. And God is absolutely productive and 
creative, super-efficient, God is the worker par excellence—this truth is the basic foundation for 
professional excellence. Therefore excellence is something innate in humanity.  When we 
say Easter College is your excellent choice—this is both a goal and a challenge. It is a goal because 
“in the race towards excellence, there is no finish line.” And it is a challenge because humanity is 
his fallen nature resorts to mediocrity most of the time. It is now became part of our daily struggle. 
Mediocrity is the opposite of excellence. As one company boss describes it: mediocre people never 
run out or reasons to justify their “pwedi na yan” work performance. Mediocre students would 
say “basta pumasa, pagan anom ti sobra?” On the one side, excellent people are movers, proactive, 
not reactive. They make wise and productive decisions rather than spend the time complaining, or 
making alibis, or spending time on irrelevant things.

Celebration.....to page 20

The Easter College main building which houses the 
Gymnasium, Arts and Sciences and Nursing College 
departments.
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Episcopal Church 
Executive Council 
reaffirms stand with 
Standing Rock
Members encourage Episcopalians 
to join March 10 march on 
Washington

By Mary Frances Schjonberg | February 8, 2017 

The Episcopal Church has been advocating 
with the Sioux Nation against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline since last summer. Local 

Episcopalians have also provided a ministry 
of presence in and around Cannon Ball, North 
Dakota, including in Oceti Sakowin Camp. The 
Episcopal flag flew constantly there until the 
recent effort to close down the camp because of 
the dangerous winter weather and the fear of 
disastrous flooding in the spring. The Episcopal 
Church’s Executive Council during the last day 
of its Feb. 5-8 meeting here reaffirmed its stand 
with the Standing Rock Sioux Nation.

Council members said the church pledges 
to “continue to support the action and 
leadership of the Standing Rock Sioux 

Nation as the salt and light of the nation in its 
unwavering support of the sacredness of water, 
land, and other resources and reminding us all 
of the sacred calling to faithfulness.”
They praised the Episcopal Church and its 
ecumenical partners in the water protection 
actions led by the Standing Rock Sioux Nation. 
The Rev. John Floberg, council member and 
priest-in-charge of Episcopal congregations on 
the North Dakota side of Standing Rock, drew 
council’s specific praise, as did “the hundreds of 
Episcopal lay and clergy who responded to his 
call for support.”
Council also endorsed the Standing Rock Sioux 
Nation’s call for a March 10 march on Washington, 
D.C. The resolution said the march was “for 

the purpose of proclaiming the continuing 
concern for our sacred waters and lands as 
well as challenging our government to fulfill all 
relevant treaty obligations of the United States 
to all federally recognized tribes.” The tribe had 
previously started organizing the march, which 
Floberg had called on Episcopalians to join.
The Episcopal Church has advocated with the 
Sioux Nation about the Dakota Access Pipeline 
since summer 2016. Local Episcopalians have 
also provided a ministry of presence in and 
around Cannon Ball, North Dakota, the focal 
point for groups of water protectors that 
gathered near the proposed crossing.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry tells Executive 
Council Feb. 8 Episcopalians must engage in 
the public square but that they should root their 
engagement in the values of Jesus. “That’s how we 
avoid becoming labeled as just another interest group 
because not we’re not looking out for our own self-
interest,” he said. Photo: Frank Logue via Twitter

Council’s action came about 24 hours after 
the U.S. Army said it would cancel the 
environmental impact study it promised 

to begin two months ago. Instead, it will allow 
construction on the final phase of the pipeline. 
The announcement was the latest is a series of 
administrative and legal maneuvers over the 
nearly complete pipeline.

THE ANGLICAN 
WORLD

The Anglican.....page 11
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The remaining work on the pipeline would 
push it under the Missouri River at Lake 
Oahe just north of the Standing Rock 

Reservation. The pipeline company set up a 
drill pad very near the proposed crossing point, 
which is upstream from the tribe’s reservation 
boundaries. The tribe has water, treaty fishing 
and hunting rights in the lake. Workers have 
drilled entry and exit holes for the crossing, and 
filled the pipeline with oil leading up to the lake 
in anticipation of finishing the project, according 
to the Associated Press.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said last 
summer that the crossing would not have 
a significant impact on the environment. 

That determination prompted months of protest 
that began with a group of teenagers who live 
on the Standing Rock and Cheyenne River 
reservations.
On Dec. 4, then-Assistant Army Secretary 
for Civil Works Jo-Ellen Darcy reversed that 
determination and said the Corps would conduct 
a full-blown environmental impact statement. 
Such a study typically takes up to two years to 
complete. Energy Transfer Partners, the pipeline 
construction company, accused then-President 
Barack Obama’s administration of delaying the 
matter until he left office. The Corps formally 
launched the study on Jan. 18, two days before 
Obama left office.

Two weeks ago, in one of the first of an 
ongoing string of presidential actions, 
President Donald Trump, called for 

the rapid approval of the pipeline’s final 
phase, specifically telling the Corps to quickly 
reconsider conducting the environmental 
impact study. The Army’s Feb. 7 announcement 
fulfilled Trump’s requirement.

Episcopal Public Policy Network issued 
an advocacy alert just after the Army’s 
announcement, calling on Episcopalians to 

contact Secretary of Defense James Mattis and urge 
him not to grant the final easement without a full 
impact study “that properly consults the Standing 
Rock Sioux and upholds treaty obligations.” The 
tribe contends that the Fort Laramie Treaties of 
1851 and 1888 obligate the federal government to 
consider a tribe’s welfare when making decisions 
that affect the tribe.
After the announcement, Tribal Chairman Dave 

The Anglican.....from page 10 Archambault II said the Standing Rock Sioux Nation 
would challenge the Trump Administration’s 
move in court. “Our fight is no longer at the North 
Dakota site itself,” he said. “Our fight is with 
Congress and the Trump administration. Meet us 
in Washington on March 10.”

Excerpts from ENS Website

The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president of 
the House of Deputies, says during Executive 
Council Feb. 8 that President Donald Trump’s 
“willingness to pit groups of Americans 
against one another — to see society as a 
zero-sum game in which for one party to rise, 
another must fall” is dangerous because 
Christians who embrace that tactic “betray the 
essence of their faith.” 

Photo: Frank Logue via Twitter



The Adventurer20

Celebration.....from page 9

 In biblical language, excellence is not all 
about surpassing standards. The Greek word 
that best translate excellence in Christian term 
is “perisseuo” which means ABOUNDING 
or INCREASING. Therefore the pursuit of 
excellence refers to doing the best we can with 
the gifts and abilities God gives, giving our 
best to the glory of God. Ideally, it is done 
without the spirit of competition or seeking to 
excel simply to be better than others. Among 
students, excellence is not being who is on top? 
But it is doing your best to accomplish things 
on time so that you can participate fully in 
God’s mission.  Excellence includes doing the 
common, ordinary things of everyday life but in 
a very uncommon ways regardless of whether 
people are watching. The reality is that God sees 
our work and rewards us accordingly (1 Cor. 
15:58).
 Easter College is an excellent choice 
for education because first, we commit to 
excellence. We undergo accreditation. We want 
to surpass standards set forth by the Department 
of Education and the Commission on Higher 
Education—our courses are accredited, in fact 
our Teacher Education Department and the 
Department of Nursing are preparing for another 
accreditation next month. Secondly, education 
in Easter College is viewed from the standpoint 
of the Scriptures. We understand that excellence 
is rooted in God’s Word—for us the pursuit of 
excellence comes from doing our very best with 
what we have to God’s glory. And with a view 
to growing and improving regardless of who 
is watching from human standpoint. We are a 
small academic institution but I believe we are 
significant in many ways; and we are committed 
to pursuing excellence all for the glory of God.  
Thirdly, we have a wide campus conducive not 
only for growing the mind and the spirit but 
also of growing your muscles…
 The challenge for all of us in Easter 
College is to shun away from the temptation 
of mediocrity. There are some of us who view 
work and study as drudgery rather than a 
sacred act of connecting to God. For you our 
dear students, doing your best is not about 
competition but preparation for your service to 
humanity in the future. So that when you say “I 
am an Easterite”, it means you have something 
excellent to offer, or you are an excellent offer to 
the world. For our Faculty and Staff and all of 
us who come to work here, we joke most of the 
time that we come to Easter “not for the salary, 
but for the experience.” But behind the joke is 

the affirmation that Easter College is an excellent 
choice for training and formation of budding 
professionals, and for all who is committed to 
serve God regardless of the pay.
 I conclude by emphasizing that pursuing 
excellence is a matter of a whole-hearted 
endeavor. And it is an all-inclusive pursuit. 
It means I excel not only for myself but for 
others. Our Gospel this morning talks about 
us (Christians) of being the salt of the earth, 
and the light of world. Christians are liken 
to grains of salt which possess a lot of useful 
qualities or properties— for flavoring, for 
healing, and many other usage. And light as 
oppose to darkness. This brings us to the view 
that the pursuit of excellence from a biblical 
world view is always connected with the issue 
of God’s values and priorities. This means 
that the pursuit of excellence must include the 
elimination of some things even though they 
may be good and legitimate. The principle is: are 
they the best? Will they get in the way or hinder 
the main objectives of a Christian’s life based on 
biblical principles and values? If so, they need 
to be eliminated. We see this truth in Paul’s 
statement in 1 Corinthians 10:23, “All things 
are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All 
things are lawful, but not all things edify” Just 
because they are legitimate does not mean they 
should be chosen or pursued.  As we in Easter 
College continue to pursue excellence, I pray 
that we remain grounded on what God wills 
us to do, and what God wills us to become…
Happy Anniversary to all us! May God continue 
to bless Easter College to become the salt and 
light of world today and the years to come.  In 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

A concelebrated Thanksgiving Mass with Bshop 
Joel Pachao presiding opened the week-long 

celebration on February 9, 2017 at the college gym.

(Homily during the Foundation Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Mass by Rev Alice T Sibaen, School 

Chaplain.TAd)
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By Sunshine C. Dulnuan

Even now the lone Man from Nazareth’s 
words penetrates the hardest of hearts, 
for in Him people find identification. He 

knows the depths of pain and the heights of 
joy. The apostle John emphasized this when he 
wrote about Jesus as though He is a lover who 
communes with us even in our current context. 
And I think Jesus remains relevant precisely 
because of this. Perhaps one of the most 
distinguishing characteristics of Jesus as the 
Incarnate God is His deep and profound sense 
of humanity. During the final hours before His 
death, he uttered “My God, my God why have 
your forsaken me?” as if He existentially felt 
the utter cruel reality of those who are in pain. 
It is for me a powerful demonstration of Jesus 
being at the center of the gathering darkness of 
evil. The words of an old psalm remembered 
and immortalized as one of the last words of the 
greatest Man who ever lived. 

Some scholars call the Crucified God 
as a divine paradox, and I agree. The 
significance of Jesus’ searing question of 

rejection is its echo in a world where people 
posit that God is absent in the presence of evil. 
But He was there from the very beginning. Jesus 
cries out with us in the depths of our agony.
This speaks of an integral truth—the portrayal of 
Jesus at the cross bids us to unravel before Him. 
As for me, this is a continuous struggle even as I 
am in my formation towards priesthood. There 
was a point in time when under the deluge of 
academic demands and rigorous schedules, I 
have succumbed to an impassionate and distant 
regard to scriptures. I ceased to be sensitive to 
the Word, and hardly dialogue with it. I treated 
it like some piece of ancient chunk of evidence 
from the past to be prodded, dissected, and 
memorized. It has been almost mechanical; 
empty, a resource to impress leading me to 
forget the life imbedded in the words I profess to 
believe. This continued on for quite some time, 
like the defeated disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
temporarily oblivious of the presence of God at 
their side. And then, during a silent moment 
of pondering on a particular passage after the 

A glimpse of my 
spiritual formation

usual early morning 
Holy Eucharist, the 
familiar hands broke 
bread with me once 
more and I recognized 
the face I thought I 
would never see again; 
the mirage of His 
absence vanished with 
Him, and my passion 
renewed ablaze. Jesus 
communed with me. 
His words watered the 
parched land of my 
own doubts and defeats 
so my commitment 
will once again grow 
bountifully after a 
spiritual drought. 

After much reflection, I perceived that the 
bible must be treated as the Word from 
the Lord speaking out in the depths 

of our situation. It is always present and tries 
always to be perceived by us.  It is like the air, 
surrounding us, omnipresent, trying to enter 
every empty space. And it is the empty space 
in our souls into which it tries to enter here and 
now. Without a soul opened for it, no word 
from the Lord can be received; thus, listening 
wholeheartedly, keeping an empty space in our 
inner life, sharpening our spiritual hearing: this 
is the only thing we can do. But this is much. 
And blessed are those whose hearts and minds 
are open.

For to me, there are only two instances in 
life when one is utterly real and honest—
in prayer and in serious contemplation 

of the scriptures. No human praise or personal 
affirmation can be at par with those moments 
for it is where the eternal elevates a piece of 
existence out of the ordinary, making it ever 
clearer, translucent. TAd

The author in her cossocks

Sunshine Condaya Dulnuan, 26, is 
now on her  second year Bachelors 
in Theology at the Saint Andrew’s 
Theological Seminary in Quezon City. 
Prior to her entrance to the Seminary, 
Sunshine has been and still an active 
member of the EDNCP Episcopal 
Renewal Ministry. /TAd

OPINION/REFLECTIONS



The Adventurer22

ECW Diocesan Convention 

Servant Leadership in 
the Episcopal Church 
Women

Text: Matthew 23:1-12
April 21, 2016  

By Fr. Nestor D. Poltic

Introduction
Good evening to everyone.  Here at Holy 
Guardian Angels Parish, it is a tradition that 

when we come to mass and other occasions we 
always greet one another. May I ask everybody 
to greet your neighbors!  In the history of our 
church…ECW has been recognized as one of 
the pillar of the church in terms of evangelism, 
stewardship and reaching out.  And no doubt 
about it, you have proven yourselves through 
the years.  Apparently, in the in the whole ECP, 
there are more women than men in Sunday 
worship.  Thus, we can safely say that without 
ECW the church would fail in some of her 
missionary endeavor.   At this point I want to 
commend all of you for doing your ministry in 
your respective parishes.  However, we can`t 
deny that there are lapses and failures in the 
conduct of your ministries.  But that is part of 
it in doing missionary work.   That is why some 
people make fun of your name EC devil you.  But 
for me I saw the brighter side behind your name 
ECW. The name ECW is not merely Episcopal 
Church Women but there are meaning attach to 
it. And I would like to use these letters in line 
with the needed character in doing mission.  
Like for instance E-stance for endurance, C- for 
compassion and W- for witnessing. Endurance 
is define as experiencing the power of God`s 
love by rejoicing in the midst of trials and 
sufferings. To endure means to persevere, to 
remain, to have fortitude, to have patience and 
to hold on until a goal is done.  Compassion is 
responding to a deep need with a longing to do 
whatever it cost just to meet that need.  It means 
to love deeply and to show mercy.  It is more 
than a sympathy and empathy which is feeling 
the pain of those who are hurt.  Compassion is 

doing something about the pain. And it takes 
humility to do these things. Witnessing is giving 
testimony to the truth. I supposed these should 
be the attitude of all members of the ECW, so 
that they can be effective examples.  Without 
these three character qualities we cannot be a 
true servant.  
 
Servant Leadership
 

The gospel of Mathew 23:  9-12 points to us 
the leadership in the church. On the surface, 

the text seems to revolve in the removal of all 
titles related to office and authority. But closer 
inspection shows that the intent is much more 
profound than that. If the preceding verses are 
taken into account, the point of the rejection 
of the title is that the Christian leader is not to 
aspire for titles that lead to personal status and 
exaltation. If the title :rabbi” obscures the true 
“Rabbi”, and the other have similar effect, then 
obviously the purpose of the office involved 
has been violated since it is the responsibility 
of the leader to point, no to himself or herself, 
but to the one on whose behalf the leadership is 
exercised. There is no need to treat the text as a 
call for a church in which there are no leaders, 
but it suggest the leadership must be  based 
on servant hood- Leadership that will serve 
the interest of everyone. Our text  call for any 
church not to be too  hierarchical, which means 
we are to remove the system that exalts both the 
persons and the positions above others in the 

The Rev Nestor Poltic. Rector of the Holy Guardian 
Angels, Pico, La Trinidad, Benguet 

continued next page

OPINION/REFLECTIONS



The Adventurer 23

body of Christ. The leadership called for in the church, by the example of Jesus, is affirmed in vv. 
11-12, namely, servant leadership. The function of the leader is not to receive honor and glory, or 
to be put in a pedestal by means of high-sounding titles, but to serve the people through the office 
involved.
 
 It would be valuable in explicating the notion of office and status implied by this text to turn 
to the image of the body of Christ in 1st Corinthians 12, especially vv. 14-26. Here it is clear that 
there are different callings in the church, different forms of leadership and different offices. But 
none of them is meant to be above another or more honorable. All are needed, and all the members 
are called to one or another of them. They are established for the health and vitality of the body 
and for its ministry and mission, not for the elevation and applause to those whom they are given. 
The vision of ministry projected by our text, as of leadership, is one that includes correspondence 
between what we say in the fulfillment of our office and what we do in the exercise of it, and an 
understanding of our office which subjects it unequivocally to the one from whom it comes. Under 
that one we are all equally servants, no matter how diverse our gifts and calling may be.

Conclusion

But lest we use Jesus’ indictment of the scribes and Pharisees as an occasion for our own 
smugness, we should wonder how, given this text, the church we live in can be so preoccupied 
with honorific names, with degrees, with status, and with hierarchical structures which 

painfully obscure the ministry of the whole people of God and consign the concept of servant 
leadership to the shadows. 
           In Matthew`s community, everyone were warned not to set themselves up in positions 
which elevate them above the others.  All are brethren. Honorific titles have no place. Humility 
and servant hood are central mark of the community.  While Matthew`s situation was different 
than ours, prior to the development of special offices, his warning is relevant.  Our Church is not 
free from arrogance, nor from fame and greatness.  Finally, Jesus concludes by an invitation to 
humility- for anyone who exalts himself will be humbled and anyone who humbled himself will be 
exalted.  In other words, anyone who sees himself as the center of authority and the source of truth 
is soon dethroned.  In evaluating ourselves we easily believe that we are good Christians, since we 
are active in parish organizations, we gave donations, we obeyed the Ten Commandments, have 
good reputation, have accepted Jesus as Lord and savior.  All of these show an amount of pride 
in our achievements and a certain credit we take for our performance to being better than others.  
Jesus asks us to look higher by following his example.  He warns us especially those in such roles 
to walk closely with God in performing their task and be a good and humble servant. TAd

Servant .....from previous page

The vocation to priesthood is a gift from 
the Lord. It is a call to service. It is a 
call to serve God through His people. 

And everyone is called by God to this kind of 
life. However, only few are responding to this 
call as we observe and experience the lack of 
priests. Or, maybe, what the Bible says is true 
that “Many are called but few are chosen.” 
Nonetheless, this way of serving the Lord is 
very challenging and inspiring. It is also a 
privilege.
When I entered the portals of the seminary I 

IN DOING MINISTRY
By Rev Mr. Audie A. Taguibao

was very focused and full of idealism. I was 
really determined in becoming a priest and 
really did my best to achieve this dream. 
I studied and learned many things about 
this vocation, especially about the ministry 
in books, in the classrooms and through 
my observations and experiences. Along 
the formation process, I encountered some 
dilemma, confusions and disappointments 
which prompted me to take some time off and 
reflect on these trials. Thank God I was able 

In Doing.....next page
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to overcome them. Eventually I became an 
ordained clergy.
 Being in the ministry, I was able 
to understand and clear out some of my 
confusions, doubts and questions. I was able 
to really understand this kind of ministry and 
even deepen my knowledge and sanctity. 
However, I believe that there is still a lot to 
learn regarding this ministry.
 With that, I would like to discuss some 
of my insights about this ministry through my 
readings from the Catechism, Presbyterorum 
Ordinis and other books, sharing from fellow 
clergy and my experiences in the field.
 According to the catechism found in 
the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), “The 
Ministry of a priest is to represent Christ 
and his Church, particularly as a pastor to 
the people; to share with the bishop in the 
overseeing of the Church; to proclaim the 
Gospel; to administer the sacraments; and to 
bless and declare pardon in the name of God.” 
These, I believe, are the main tasks of a priest 
and I would like to reflect on them. First, “to 
represent Christ and His Church,” a priest is 
an “Alter Christus” or another Christ. To live 
like Christ and represent the Church is very 
difficult. It requires a deep and genuine sanctity 
or prayerful life, and if you have that, I believe 
everything will follow. Your way of life, your 
actions, words and everything will follow. You 
will be worthy in carrying the image of Christ 
and the Church, and you will be a successful 
pastor. So it is a must that a priest should really 
live like Christ .This is very difficult, but if a 
person really chooses this way of life, then he 
or she must be ready to embrace it.
 Second, is the administration of the 
Church. The success of any organization or 
institution like the church is, I believe, lies 
primarily on the leaders. In the overseeing of 
the church, it is important that a priest should 
also have knowledge in administration because 
people will always depend on   the clergy, 
especially in matters of planning and decision 
making. Sometimes churches are having 
problems because of weak administration. 
I   hope we clergy are given more seminars 
regarding administration. For me personally, I 
still have a lot to learn regarding this aspect.
 Third, is the proclamation of the Gospel. 
God gives priests the grace to be ministers of 
Christ among the people. They perform the 
sacred duty of preaching the Gospel. There 
is a popular saying which says, ”You cannot 

give what you do not have.” The seminary 
provides whatever it can in the formation of 
the seminarians and prepares them for the 
field.  Many are contented in what they learned 
in the classrooms. Sorry to say, but based on 
my observations, some priests are also like 
that. That is why our knowledge and sharing 
are very limited. We cannot give more to 
the people. Indeed, learning is a continuous 
process.
   Preaching    the word    is one of the 
main tasks of a priest. Through preaching we   
can really explain to the people the mission of 
Christ and evangelize  them.  In other words, 
it is here where we can lead to the salvation of 
souls.
 Another thing that a clergy should be 
mindful of in terms of preaching is his way 
of life. The way a priest lives his or her life 
should already be a preaching because people 
nowadays are very observant regarding the 
way a priest lives his life. Also, people listen to 
and believe in other people, especially priests, 
if they see how he or she lives his life. This 
is one of the challenges of the bishop during 
ordination: “practice what you preach.” In 
other words, the priest must seek perfection 
according to the exhortation of Christ. “Be you 
therefore perfect, as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect.” (Mt. 5:48).
 Lastly, the other main responsibility 
of a priest is to administer the sacraments. 
Sacraments, as we learned, are the visible 
signs of God’s grace. It is where people receive 
grace from God and so the administration 
of the sacraments should be done reverently 
and properly. Sometimes some people do not 
understand this meaning, and maybe this is 
the reason why they do not appreciate it much 
and even regard it simply as a social function. 

In Doing.....from previous page

continued next page

Rev Audie Taguibao during his ordination to the 
Diaconate.
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As ministers it is our obligation to teach people 
about the significance of the sacraments in our 
day to day existence as Christians.
 All of these - preaching the word, 
offering the Eucharistic Sacrifice and 
administering the other sacraments, and 
performing other works -are the main ministry 
of a priest.. However, priests are confronted 
with difficulties as there are many problems 
and challenges along the way. Priests need an 
inspiration and companion in doing ministry. 
What I am going to mention here are actually 
implied in the previous paragraph but I 
just want to give emphasis on these because 
sometimes priests forget their importance. 
 First, a priest should be a man of prayer 
and strive to be holy. Priests need the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. Without the help of the Holy 
Spirit a priest cannot be successful in doing his 
ministry.
 Second, he should establish collegial 
relationships with the laity and fellow clergy.  
My psychiatry professor would always say 
that good relationship is the key to a successful 
ministry.  With the laity, there are many ways 
in promoting good and healthy relationships. 
In dealing with different kinds of people, as 
priests, we need to always cultivate the fruits 
of the Spirit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. If we have these, I believe 
there will be no problem in our interpersonal 
relationships.
 In addition, priests must sincerely 
acknowledge and promote the dignity of the 
laity by respecting and encouraging their 
involvement   in the mission of the Church. 
They must willingly listen to the laity, 
consider their wants in a fraternal spirit, and 
recognize their experience and competence in 
the different areas of human activity so that 
together they will be able to recognize the signs 
of the times. Priests should uncover with a 
sense of faith, acknowledge with joy and foster 
with diligence the various humble and exalted 
charisma of the laity. Likewise, they should 
confidently entrust to the laity appropriate 
duties in the service of the Church, allowing 
them freedom and room for action. 
 As for collegiality or relationships with 
fellow clergy, we believe that “nobody can 
understand a priest better than a fellow priest” 
or “nobody can support a priest especially in 
doing ministry better than a fellow priest.”   A 

good relationship or strong collegiality among 
clergy is a good example for people to see and 
a source of inspiration, strengths, and support. 
It is not just an organization but a family. 
Sorry to say, but based on my observations, 
some priests refrain from practicing this and 
even distance themselves from the group.   
Sometimes some priests destroy each other. 
As for me, who is seeking ordination to 
the priesthood, I am a little frustrated but I 
am taking this as a challenge to help in the 
building up of a strong collegiality among the 
clergy.
 On the whole, doing priestly ministry 
is no easy task. However, I believe that all the 
priests, including me, can eventually do it. This 
is because I am never alone. I am strengthened 
by the power of the Almighty God. I have my 
brothers in the priesthood as well and also of 
the faithful. Amen.

In Doing.....from previous page

The writer celebrates the Holy Eucharist. He was 
ordained to the Sacred Order of Priests on May 4, 

2016.
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FROM THE DEANERIES

Metro Baguio Deanery

The Samahang Kabataang Episkopal sa Pilipinas (SKEP) during their Easter 2016 musical play “Redemption”(above left). 
SKEP Deanery Advent retreat at Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church farm in Saitan, Pugo, La Union (above right).

Trinity Episcopal Church 
Breaks Ground

Groundbreaking of Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Km. 3, Asin Road, Baguio City took place 
last November 19, 2016. Construction of the 

church started on the 5th  of the following month. 
Church membership stands at 105 individuals.   The 
Rev. Richard Egmalis. Dean of Metro Baguio Deanery, 
officiated in  the groundbreaking ceremony. 

/GFiag-oy

Groundbreaking of the Trinity Episcopal Church building site.
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Easter College Installs Dr Braille Van 
Reyes, Fourth President

Dr. Braille Van B. Reyes was installed as the 
fourth president of Easter College on August 
8, 2016.  The Rev. Francis Daoey gave the 

homily which he based on the transfiguration story, 
“reminding all that Easter College must be responsive 
to the educational needs of all stakeholders and that 
transformation must start from within.”

Also in attendance during the installation is the 
Honorable Baguio City Mayor Mauricio G 
Domogan who vested Dr Reyes the Academic 

Collar.  (with Ellen Gawigawen FB post).

Baguio City Mayor Mauricio G Domogan reads the citation 
before vesting the new president the Academic Collar.

Born from Mr. Resurrection Reyes Sr., a retired 
Music Supervisor of Mountain Province and Mrs. 
Valentina Cawis Bete, a retired grade school teacher 

of Antadao Elementary School, Braille saw the light on the 
31st day of March, 1954 in Sagada, Mt. Province.

Rising from a family of educators, he embraced 
the value of dedication in molding his children 
become successful professionals, together with his 

wife, Ursula Capuyan. Karl Lagan finished Electronics in 

Computer Engineering in St. Louis University while Kisca 
Labanet finished Information Technology in the University 
of the Cordilleras. Both are working in the United Kingdom 
where their mother presently lives and works.

Ambitious as he is, he pursued Bachelor of Theology 
at St. Andrew’s Theological Seminary in 1972 and 
graduated in 1979. Still thirsting to further his 

education, he studied Bachelor of Science in Commerce 
major in Management at the University of Baguio and 
finished it in 1983 then continued to take his Masters in 
Public Administration in 1994 and Doctor of Philosophy in 
2000 at the Baguio Central University.

In service of the Almighty, he was first assigned as 
school chaplain of Easter School, now Easter College 
replacing the late Rev. Romualdo Bayang. In 1986, he 

was called as Rector of the Church of the Resurrection, a 
position he handled until 1990. That same year, he was 
appointed by the Rt. Rev. Artemio M. Zabala as his Canon 
to the Ordinary (Administrative Assistant) until 1993. 
Leaving the fulltime Church Ministry in 1994, he became 
a full time insurance agent of the Phil Am Insurance 
Company and at the same time doing part-time teaching 
in the Graduate School of Baguio Central University and 
the National Police Training Institute located in Teachers 
Camp, Baguio City. He ventured to public service in 1996 
by joining the Baguio City Government as Administrative 
Officer III, City Engineers’ Office (1996-2000); Supply 
Officer IV, General Services Office from 2000-2008; Local 
Assessment Operations Officer IV at the City Assessor’s 
Office (2008-2014); and Permits and Licensing Officer of the 
city from Nov. 2014 to June 2016.

Leadership and management wise, he was awarded 
five times as Outstanding Employee (Supervisory 
level) in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008 and 2010 by the City. 

With his leadership expertise, he is often invited as speaker 
and trainer in seminars and trainings by government and 
non-government organizations including the church. In 
fact, he is accredited by the Civil Service Commission as 
Trainor of the “Values Orientation Workshop” (VOW) and 
Supervisory Development Course (SDC) since 1999 until 
the present.

Enriching his career, he also attended various 
seminars and trainings and participated in 
different organizations. These and his experiences 

in the church and public service are his assets to make a 
difference as president of Easter College. 

(from the Service Booklet of Installation. 08 August 2016)

Dr Braille Van B Reyes, Ph D



The Adventurer28

La union Deanery
St Luke’s Episcopal Church Fiesta & 

Consecration of the Rectory and Mission Center
October 17, 2016

Four new  members were received during the fiesta Holy 
Mass presided by Bishop Joel A Pachao

Mr Robert Kwan of St Luke’s Medical Center Board of 
Trustees delivers inspirational talk during the consecration 

fellowship. SLMC donated a substantial amount for the 
construction of the Rectory and Mission Center.

The Rev Joey Diazen (above left), Dean of La Union Deanery leads in the blessing of the Rectory 
and Mission Center
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ZaMBaLeS-PangaSinan Deanery

The newly elected officers of the Episcopal Church Women of St Francis Episcopal Church in 
Palauig, Zambales are inducted into office by their Vicar, Rev Richardstone Banagui.

goLDfieLD Deanery

Members of the Goldfield Deanery Brotherhood of Saint Andrew helped in the riprap 
project of a church.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
IN 2016

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all.”

Mark 9: 33-35

The Episcopal Church Women continues 
to perform its mission to do Christ’s 
ministry in the community and the 

world through  programs and projects  that 
reflect God’s love for His creation. This love 
is reciprocated with  loving service to God 
and His  entire  creation. Bringing sunshine 
to  ailing members and prospective ECW 
chapters such as    providing capacity  building    
regarding the organization’s vision, mission 
and goals, programs   and strengthening its 
ecumenical relations are some of the ECW 
activities that make the organization a dynamic  
instrument for mission.

World Day of Prayer

A yearly ecumenical activity participated 
in by the ECW and  which was revived 
in 2011 after a long hiatus is the World 

Day of Prayer conducted every first Friday in 
March in one hundred seventy countries. In 

Episcopal Church Women joins World Day of Prayer at the Baguio 
First United Church.

Episcopal Church Women in 2016

Baguio City three denominations have been 
taking turns hosting this activity. This 2016 the 
United Methodist Church hosted the activity, 
the theme of which was “Receive children, 
Receive me.” 

The annual program was prepared by 
the WDP Cuba committee. “For them, 
it meant an opportunity to get closer 

to children’s realities, receive Jesus with the 
simplicity and transparency of a child, and 
sustain the hope because children are ‘the hope 
of the world.’  
This focus on children was meaningful to the 
Cubans  as fifty years ago the US imposed an 
economic and social blockade which limited 
the importation of medicines and other goods 
and affected the health of children. The Cubans 
held the WDP service at the First Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in La Habana.

Annual ECW Diocesan Convention

The  Holy Guardian Angels Parish 
(HGAP) hosted the 27th Diocesan ECW 
Convention the theme of which was 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all.” Mark 9:33-35. 

Episcopal Church.....next page
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A highlight of the convention was the awarding of prizes to winners  of  the waste recycling 
contest. First  prize –a paper mache side table with flower vase  went to Gloria Ngolab of 
St. Joseph the Carpenter  while second prize- a bowl made from used blasting caps- went 

to Mildred Deligen of St. Patrick Church, Philex. Entries from St. Polycarp, Antamok Tram and 
Holy Guardian Angels, La Trinidad  also bagged minor  prizes./GFiag-oy

Episcopal Church.....from page 20

The ECW in Convention session.

Dancing the “Sakuting”

ECW president awarding first prize

With the culmination of 
the eco-brick production 
project which contributed 

several sacks of eco-bricks to the 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern 
Philippines (EDNP) for use 
in a church in Bauko and the 
vermiculture training,  the ECW-
through the Social Concerns 
and Development/Mother Earth 
Committee coordinated a one-day 
mushroom production training 
conducted by the Department of 
Agriculture. Some thirty ECW 
from Metro Baguio and Southwest  
deaneries participated.  /GFiag-oy
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THE GOLDFIELD DEANERY 
IN 2016

1.Vacation Church School –-April and May

2.The Consecration of Christ Episcopal Church 
Building Extention.-April 30

3. Goldfield Young Ambassadors for Christ 
-  SKEP Youth Camp held at Christ Episcopal 
Church -May 26-29 

4. CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 
-Yearly activity participated by the Children, 
Youth, ECW and the BSA held at Christ 
Episcopal Church, Kias, Baguio City-JUNE 12 

5.CHILDREN’S  MONTH CELEBRATION 
-Host for this year  was  St. Polycarp’s 
Episcopal Church- October 29
Activities: Holy Eucharist, Games, Bible Quiz 
Bee Elimination, Presentations 

6.Hosted the BSA District Convention 
-Held at Christ Episcopal Church - November 
10-12 , 2016

7. Participated the 1st  Diocesan Bible Quiz Bee
-Held t the Diocesan Hall, Baguio City
-      November 26, 2016

8. STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
-every last Sunday of every quarter
-core group:  Evangeline B. Fuentes
  Maribel S. Pasngadan
  John Bandaay
  Sybel Agbulos
  Febie N. Penaflor

9. Deneary Building fund
-Collection is every 5th  Sunday of the month
-For deanery’s assistance in church building.
10. Fiesta Celebrations in the Deanery
 1.  Thanksgiving  Episcopal Church  
 Camp 6, Tuba, Kennon Road June 18
 2.  St. Polycarp  Episcopal Church  
 Tram, Upper Ucab, Itogon, Benguet  
 February 27
 3.  St. Joseph  Episcopal Church Balatoc,  
 Virac,  Itogon, Benguet August 1

More Deanery eventS

 4 . St. Patrick  Episcopal Church Philes,  
 Tuba, Itogon, Benguet March 17
 5. Christ  Episcopal Church, Kias, Baguio  
 City Every third Saturday of April 30
 6. St. Aidan Episcopal Church Luneta,  
 Itogon, Benguet February 20
 7. St. Jerome  Episcopal Church   
 Skyview,  Virac,  Itogon, Benguet  
 September 30
 8. St. Elizabeth   Episcopal Church  
 Acupan,  Virac,  Itogon, Benguet  
 November 19
 9. St. Luke  Episcopal Church, Ucab,   
 Itogon, Benguet October 18
 10. Holy Cross  Episcopal Church  
 Adafang, Badiwan,  Tuba,  Benguet 
 September 14
  
Prepared by:

Ms. Enes Awingan Miranda

Presentation during the Vacation Church School 
program.

Children’s Month celebration
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The Ecumenical Eucharistic Thanksgiving Celebration of the Benguet State University to 
commemorate its Centennial Foundation Anniversary on September 30 was celebrated by ten 
members of the clergy representing four Christian Sects. They are: Right Rev. Joel A. Pachao, the 
main celebrant; Very Rev. Genesis Langbao, Rev. Agustin B. Lizardo III, Rev. Nestor Poltic and 
Rev. Joseph Dawang of the Episcopal Church of the Philippines; Rev. Esther K. Balawag and 
Rev. Christopher Alegoyojo of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines; Rev. Felix Y. Yango 
and Rev. Sweger Bolona of the La Trinidad Baptist Church;and Ptr. Sam Galino of the Church of 
the Nazarene./by Dr Florence Poltic

SouthWeSt Benguet Deanery

Diocesan Bible Quiz Bee. Our much gratitude 
to all the donors like:

a. The Epiphany Church, La Trinidad 
b. Peter and Rachel Turtem and family
c. Cathedral of Resurrection
d. Dr. Norma Batnag
e. Rural Bank of Itogon c/o Mrs. Rose 
Batane
f. Mrs. Elizabeth Fangot and family
g. Mrs. Elizabeth Bagcal and family
h. Mr. Policarpio Cambod and family
i. Mr. Gerome Gawidan and family
j. Rhonda Bosaing and family

 Thank you very much and  more 
blessings to come in your family. God bless.
The supporters./TAd 

Bible Quiz.....from page 26

Commissioners of the CCYSM evaluating their 
2016 activities.

More Deanery eventS on Page 35
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN, 
YOUTH AND STUDENT MINISTRY
Episcopal Diocese of North Central Philippines
Magsaysay Avenue, Baguio city

The CCYSM functions as stated in Canon 
5, section 3 (1998) was to assist Diocesan 
conferences for children, students, 

and out-of school youth of the church as it 
may deem advisable and necessary for their 
development, for good churchmanship and 
leadership. To develop programs directed 
towards effective ministry in the academic 
communities. Thus the Commission go beyond 
in which they have done two activities this 
year.

One, they conducted “Re-orientation 
Vacation School Teacher’s Training to 

the Deanery Level: First, last April 7, 2017, for 

BIBLE QUIZ, VCS TRAINING HELD 

Bible Quiz Bee in the Diocese sponsored by 
the CCYSM.

Goldfield and Metro-Baguio held 
in Holy Innocents Church, with 29 
participants. Second was last May 
11, 2016 for Mt. Trail Deanery with 
57 participants. The materials use 
for this Vacation Church School 
came from the Philippine Christian 
Book Store with the theme  “VCS  
ATHLETICS FIGHT THE GOOD 
FIGHT. FINISH THE RACE. KEEP 
THE FAITH. “Let us run with 
perseverance the race marked 
out for us.”  Hebrews 12:1b. The 
commission aimed to have a 
unity in teaching VCS within the 
Diocese. However, we could not 
force other Deaneries to look for 
sources/materials that fits for them. 

Second was the First Diocesan 
Bible Quiz Bee. The original 
plan for this Bible quiz 

bee was January 9, 2015 under 
the leadership of The Rev. 
Joselito Diazen but due to lack of 
communication and preparation, it 
was move to October 22, 2016. But 
again through some it suggestion 
and conflict of schedules, it was 
moved November 26, 2016. The 
questions for this Diocesan Bible 
Quiz Bee was based on Year C, 
from Advent to Pentecost. Each 

Participants of the 2016 Bible Quiz Bee pose with the CCYSM  
members.

members of the commission was task to make questions 
and give it to the Quiz Master for him/ her to study, 
analyze before the Bible Quiz Bee. The Quiz Bee finally and 
we acknowledge all the suggestions and comments and 
vowed to undertake improvements if given another chance 
to conduct said activity in the coming years.

 With this we would like get this opportunity to 
thank all in one way or another for the success of this First 

Bible Quiz......page 25
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DIOCESAN ALBUM

The 28th Diocesan Convention
Theme: “Whoever Wants to be First Must be Last of All and Servant of All” (Mark 9:35)

February 16-19, 2016

The Clergy and the Bishop

Mountain Trail Deanery Delegates
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Convention 2016
DeLegateS froM the DeanerieS

Goldfields Deanery Delegates Zambales-Pangasinan Deanery Delegates

Metro Baguio Deanery Delegates

La Union Deanery Delegates
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DIOCESAN ALBUM

Southwest Benguet Deanery Delegates

Clergy Spouses Association Episcopal Church Women

Clergy Senior Citizes, “re-tired” Senior Citizens, too, the lay delegates
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28th Convention in aCtion

Coffee and 
Camote Break 

time!

Workshop time
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LItErAry

When the gongs 
sound no more

By Sunshine C. Dulnuan

A thick billow of smoke seeped between 
the cracks of the pine tree planks into 
the second floor of the house while the 

mumbaki chanted a haunting melody similar to 
the battle cry of an old warrior dying in battle. 
The familiar scent of burnt chicken feathers 
mixed with blood and soot intermingled with 
the pungent smell of smoke as the rooster 
struggled vainly for its life beneath the decisive 
blade of an old ceremonial knife. The chicken 
made a slight gurgling noise as a small incision 
was made on its neck letting the blood to drip 
into a coconut shell. It was an elaborate rite 
for his father’s unfortunate illness, and the 
young Balong silently watched the whole thing 
secretly from above, peeking through the spaces 
between the slabs. He was told that the chicken 
was an offering for the spirit who might have 
caused his father’s illness, and the men with 
various crowns of feathers attempted to appease 
the one who is angry. 

The living room was converted into a shrine 
of some sort, the red floor temporarily 
painted black with charcoal from the 

scrapings of burnt wood, while the old men sat 
cross-legged around the already dead chicken 
chanting and singing in intervals.  Whether 
or not the rooster danced headless around the 
pyre, he could not particularly remember, but 
the ceremony lasted for a number of days. After 
a few months, the prayers failed to calm the 
spirits and his father succumbed to a rare kind 
of cancer. 

It all came back to his memory like the rustle 
of flood waters filling an empty pit while he 
watched his son play with the Korean boy 

next door. His son never seems to mind the 
foreigner’s broken English since their laughter 
drew appreciative glances from the folks who 
pass by. He observed his young boy’s flailing 
arms and solid built covered by branded clothing, 
telltale indications of his hardy ancestors hiking 
against the direction of the wind. They say that 
the Igorots are people borne out of the land; 
notoriously practical, men as strong as the brass 

gangsas they beat during canaos, and proud 
women of unconventional beauty as stubborn 
willed as their husbands. Balong is part of the 
generation of Igorots born and raised in Baguio, 
the no-man’s land of the Cordilleras where the 
gentleness of the Ibaloi contrasted with the 
fierceness of the northern tribes. He knows little 
of his own dialect, his identity chipped away by 
the chisel of circumstance and all things Western. 
Balong heard his son call out to the foreigner in 
almost perfect English, the result of his expensive 
education. Lee, blushing because of the heat, 
hurriedly approached him and stumbled over 
a protruding rock in the ground. Concerned, 
Balong picked himself up from the picnic mat to 
check the teary-eyed child for bruises, but before 
he reached the boy, his grandmother yanked the 
boy up to his feet and brushed the dirt off his 
soiled pants. 
“Is he ok?” asked Balong. 
Lee’s grandmother smiled, “He is fine. He is 
getting clumsier lately.” 
“It must be because of his age. Boys tend to be 
more than a handful once they are six years old”, 
offered Balong. 
She laughed, her momma-stained teeth 
startlingly red against her white face. Balong 
stared and remembered. He heard that Lee’s 
grandmother is from Ifugao. At a young age, she 
married a Korean soldier whom she met while 
waiting for her brother in the airport. It was love 
at first sight. He then whisked her off to Korea 
where she stayed most of her life, adopting the 
customs and their way of life except her need to 
chew momma every now and then. 
“Yes, that must be it,” she looked at Balong’s son 
again making her grandson play with him in the 
sandbox and said, “You have a good-looking 
boy. It looks like he got the best features of a 
fine Igorot.” 
He laughed and said, “Thank you.” 
“You are from Ifugao too, right?” she asked.
“Yes, but I have only been to the province twice. 
I am not particularly close to my father’s side 
since he died when I was young.” 
“Oh, then we are quite the same. Since I was 
married, I was not able to go back to Ifugao 
since I left without really informing my family”, 
she sighed and continued, “I don’t even know if 
my brothers and sisters are still alive. To tell you 
the truth, I find it difficult to return. I was quite 
an independent young woman back then, so 
much so that my uncles constantly complained 
about my tendency to make decisions without 
consulting them. They even warned the entire 

When the gongs.....to page 34
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E-CARE* AT WORK
E-CARE IN ACTION

I. Conduct of Asset-Based Community 
Development Approach to communities. This is to 
impart to community partners that development 

starts with the assets, skills and resources that they 
have within the community. This is also to slowly 
change on mindset on the dole-out or grant base 
approach that was used to be the approach for 

development of communities.
 II. CONDUCT OF COMMUNITY TRAININGS 
ON a) Leadership and Values Formation; b) Gender 
and Health Awareness, Child Protection and Person 

with Disability Awareness; c) Environmental 
Management, Climate Change and Disaster 
Risk Reduction; d) Project Management and 

Bookkeeping;e) Natural Farming System
III. Blessing of LABCDA Coop Building. 
Project of LABCDA to enhance their service to their 

member by constructing a building which will 
serve as their store and at the same time a venue for 
their meetings. This is with partnership with ABM-

AusAID through E-CARE.
IV. RECEIVERS TO GIVERS PARTNERSHIP 

WITH COMMUNITIES
Note: The support to the congregations are 

deposited at the Diocese and this may be requested 
by the congregation for a specific project for 

income generating of the church. The support to 
the association is for the association to build their 

capital.

NAME OF PROJECT  RECEIVERS TO GIVERS SUPPORT SUPPORT TO ASSN   SUPPORT TO ECARE       SUPPORT TO CONGREGATION
   
LABCDA Livelihood Project P 1,500,000.00   P 52,500.00  52,500.00  52,500.00
   P 1,250,000.00   P 43,750.00  43,750.00  43,750.00
                           St Paul’s Church, Natubleng
Cabacab Livelihood Project P 1,300.000.00   P 39,000.00  39,000.00  39,000.00
            St Peter’s Church, Cabacab
Dagadag Livelihood Project P    800,000.00   P 24,000.00  24,000.00  24,000.00
            St Peter’s Mission, Dagadag
Pangao Livelihood Project P    700,000.00   P 21,000.00  21,000.00  21,000.00
Pangao Lot (2nd Yr Payment) P    207,200.00   P 22,400.00  22,400.00  22,400.00
Lam-ayan Lot (1st Yr Payment) P      98,800.00   P 15,600.00  15,600.00  15,600.00
            Annunciation Mission, Pangao
Peggueyna Livelihood Project P    300,000.00   P   9,000.00    9,000.00    9,000.00
   P    800,000.00   P 24,000.00  24,000.00  24,000.00
            St Augustine of Canterbury
Malanas Livelihood Project P    100,000.00   P   3,000.00    3,000.00    3,000.00
Malanas Livelihood Project P    100,000.00   P   3,000.00    3,000.00    3,000.00
Malanas Agricultural Store P    150,000.00   P   9,000.00    9,000.00    9,000.00
            St Benedict’s Church, Malanas
Banbanaba Livelihood Project  P    200,000.00   P   6,000.00    6,000.00    6,000.00
            Mt Zion Church, Banbanaba
PWD Natubleng Livelihood  P    200,000.00   P   6,000.00    6,000.00    6,000.00
            St Paul’s Church, Natubleng
ECW Manggahan Livelihood P    350,000.00   P   8,750.00    8,750.00    8,750.00 
            SS Francis & John, Manggahan 
            

*E-CARE is Episcopal - Community Action Renewal 
and Empowerment. It was formerly known as the 
CBDP or Community-Based Development Program. 
It is one of the programmatic expressions of the 
ECP’s Five Marks of Mission. In complimentation with 
other ministries of the Church, it proclaims the Good News of 
the Kingdom, teaches and nurtures communities with Christian 
values of love and servanthood, responds to human needs by 
a loving service, transforms unjust structures of society and 
challenges violence of every kind and strives to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.



The Adventurer 41

THROWBACK

Sometime in January 1972, Takkiyan 
Maneguay died while visiting his 
son George at Acoje Mines, Sta. Cruz, 

Zambales. His remains had to be brought home 
to Bangen. The remains arrived at night in 
Baguio City and the problem was where to rest 
and keep watch while waiting for the following 
morning because travelling the Halsema Mt. 
Trail was very risky at that time, not so much 
of bad elements of society but because the 
condition of the road system was extremely 
dangerous for travel at ight. Very few houses in 
between along the highway and no electricity 
yet. Getting stalled or stranded at the Mt. Trail 
specially at night must be avoided by all means 
and the best way to avoid such incidence was 
avoid travelling at night. Besides, it was Martial 
Law during that period and travel at night was 
prohibited.

The Church of the Resurrection under 
Fr. Rulite did not allow the remains 
of Takkiyan for overnight stay inside 

the church because of bad experience in the 
past wherein the people were not disciplined. 
They spit on the floor, smoked and drunk 
outside the church compound and became 
rowdy. Epiphany Church at La Trinidad was 
tried and the nuns allowed the coffin inside 
only to be forced out later by its Priest-in-
Charge Alejandro Abad. Some of the men 
became angry and attempted to lay hands 
on Fr. Abad if not for cooler heads who 
intervened. Likewise, Mr. Gregorio Aligo was 
very mad when he arrived and saw what was 
happening. He called on Fr. Abad to come out 
for explanation but did not. Fortunately, the 
Municipal Police when asked for permission 
to use the Municipal hall had the heart and 
allowed the coffin to be taken inside for the 
night on condition that it must be taken out 
before the office starts the next day. It was 
agreed, anyway to trip to Bangnen will start 
early the following day.

The Twin Chapels 
of the Risen Lord

By Hidalgo Manabeng

The Twin Mortuary Chapels today at the Cathedral 
of the Resurrection compound.

According to George Maneguay, son of 
Takkiyan and active Episcopalian in 
Acoje during his employment in Acoje 

Mines, he was nominated again as delegate 
to the Diocesan Convention the following 
March of 1972 in Manila by their Priest-In-
Charge Rev. Eduardo Anosan, so that he can 
bring to the attention of Convention the denial 
of his father’s remains at the Church of the 
Resurrection and Epiphany Church.

Mr. Gregorio Aligo, one of the delegates 
was quick to present the problem 
on the floor during the convention. 

After a thorough discussion, convention 
unanimously adopted a motion by delegate 
Eusebio Botengan to construct a mortuary 
chapel beside the Church of the Resurrection. 
Upon approval, Mr. Aligo immediately 
promised on the spot to donate an initial 
US$300.00 as seed money for the project. The 
delegates to convention were delighted at the 
gesture of Mr.Aligo.

Immediately after convention, Mr. Aligo 
presented to the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew’s, Chapter of the Resurrection the 

idea of building a mortuary chapel beside the 
Church of the Resurrection as approved by 
Convention. Mr. Leonardo Yamane was then 
the president at that time with such names as 
Aligo, Balinsat, Lardizabal, Pucay, Balagtey, 

The Twin Chapels.....next page
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Weygan, Botengan, Daoas, Tad-aoan, Ganga, 
Salvador, etc. were members.
With the promised donation of Mr. Aligo, 
funds were solicited from persons who 
understood the importance of the project, to 
augment whatever amount the Brotherhood 
contributed to construct a Chapel. I can attest 
to this because I remember balbin Killip and 
Adriano Cadio solicited for the Bangnen 
group and in fact participated in the actual 
construction.

Years later, the DAMAMASO group 
added a mezzanine for resting and 
sleeping and a kitchen for cooking and 

preparing food for those who have nowhere 
to go. The chapel had been of great help and 
opened to all who chose to avail of the services 
of the chapel regardless of religious affiliation. 
A minimal charge of 10% of the cash donations 
during the vigil was donation. Actually, it was 
at times free to those who really need and who 
have few guests to donate. Others who are very 
thankful and generous even gave more.

When the killer earthquake hit Baguio 
City on July 17, 1990, the Church 
of the Resurrection was greatly 

damaged including the chapel. A temporary 
church was built out of the salvaged materials 
from the old church within the compound 
while raising funds for a new building. It took 
ten years to raise funds to construct the new 
Cathedral of the Resurrection. A P10 million 
donation by St. Luke’s Hospital in Quezon 
City which was entrusted to Congressman 
Mauricio Domogan, a bonat de Ibangnen by 
affinity hastened the construction of the church. 
The Cathedral of the Resurrection was finally 
inaugurated, dedicated and consecrated in a 
solemn and fitting ceremony on February 2000. 
I was lucky to be among the witnesses.

Not to forget the necessity of a Mortuary 
Chapel, the Twin Chapels of the Risen 
Lord was also built to serve those who 

have nowhere to keep vigil of their departed 
and to those who cannot afford the services of 
the funeral chapels in the city. Well meaning 
individuals suggested that the chapel be named 
in memory of Gregorio Aligo, but on second 
thought, it is not proper because it was not 
him alone who financed the chapel. It is suffice 
to remember Gregorio Aligo and Takkiyan 
Maneguay whenever you are at the Twin 
Chapel of the Risen Lord. /TAd

Twin Chapels.....from previous page

family that I would one day disappear, or fall 
into danger because of my stubbornness.”
Balong stared at her and wondered what she 
looked like as a young lady. Her jutting chin, 
piercing black eyes, and quiet charm are still 
evident despite her age; her fine wrinkles barely 
scratching the surface of her youthful spirit and 
the undeniable force behind her words. Yes, she 
was no doubt a feisty one.
“And they were right”, Balong agreed.
“Yes, I lived in Korea for half a decade. My 
husband is a kind man and I was well taken care 
of. I was easily accepted by his family, I learned 
hangul, and I fell in love with their strong drinks. 
I gave birth to three children, two sons and one 
daughter. And everything they know about my 
heritage, they learned only through books and 
bedtime stories. I realized my mistake when 
one day my daughter came home from school 
asking me to tell her about the gongs.”
She paused for a while, and looked at Balong 
with sad eyes. “Apparently, her teacher told her 
to describe what the gongs look like in class, but 
she does not even know how they sound.”
As though sensing his grandmother’s sad 
countenance, Lee ran and hugged her from 
behind, giggling while holding out his hands to 
be carried. She turned, bent down and whispered 
an endearment to the boy’s ear, rewarding them 
with another of his wide smiles. Balong then led 
her to a bench nearby. She motioned for Lee to 
sit on her lap under the shade of an old mango 
tree, faced him and continued, “That is why we 
are here. I am going back to visit Ifugao with my 
son and grandson. Perhaps, some of my family 
members are still living there.”
“I’m sure they are”, he assured her, listening 
while she spoke with a mixture of broken 
English and hangul, her animated face drawing 
ripples of laughter from the child.
Afterwards, there was a long silence. Balong 
was deep in his thoughts, trying to remember 
how the gongs sound when he was young. In 
his mind’s eye, he could see the long stretches of 
mountains and the trickles of water on the river 
pebbles, the red earth, and old apos carving 
wooden figures hewn out of their imagination. 
He was standing aloft near a gathering of 
strong men and women dancing to the beat of a 
soundless rhythm, their bodies glistening in the 
firelight, and their arms stretched like the wings 
of eagles in full flight. 
He looked at his son running towards him and 
despaired. /TAd

When the gongs.....from page 31
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Metro Baguio Deanery 
2nD annuaL BiBLe QuiZ Bee

October 15, 2016
The Upper Hall, Cathedral of the Resurrection

Level 1 (7-9 years old) Winners: 1st Place - Richard Depidep (Cathedral 
of the Resurrection); 2nd Place - Ivan Clive Wanawan (Holy Innocents 
Epicopal Church);  3rd Place - Cris Biel Coltiyen (St Cyprian Mission, 
Lower Cypress, Irisian), HIEC Outstation) with teacher Carol Rimando 
and Quiz Master and Metro Baguio Dean, Rev Richard D Egmalis.

Other results of the 
2nd Metro Baguio 

Bible Quiz Bee

1. Level 2 (10-
13 years old): 1st 
Place - Kanaway 
Leigh Calitong (St 
Nicholas Church); 
2nd Place - Christal 
Pearl Katinglag (St 
Paul’s Church); 3rd 
Place- Vanessa Bugalin 
(Cathedral of the 
Resurrection).
2. Level 3 (14-17 years 
old): 1st Place - Khen 
Ambucay (St Paul’s 
Church); Kimberly 
Sumalnap (St Nicholas 
Church); 3rd Place - 
Robert James Sabelo 
(Holy Innocents 
Episcopal Church).
3. Level 4 (18-25 years 
old):1st Place - Claisyl 
Casiwan (Cathedral of 
the Resurrection); 2nd 
Place - Frances Sagalla 
(Holy Innocents 
Episcopal Church); 
3rd Place - Cleo 
Balonglong (Cathedral 
of the Recurrection). 
Photos and article from 
Metro Baguio Deanery.

Level 4 Category Winners: Claisyl Casiwan, 1st Place (Cathedral of the 
Resurrection); Frances Sagalla, 2nd Place (Holy Innocents Episcopal 

Church; and Cleo Balonglong, 3rd Place (Cathedral of the Resurrection. 
With parents and mentors and Dean Richard Egmalis.
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e-Care @ haLSeMa
BLeSSing of Staff houSe

10 February 2017. Atok, Benguet. 

The Rt Rev. Joel A Pachao, Bishop 
of EDNCP consecrated the newly 
constructed staff house for the Galilea 

Cafe at Km 22 along Halsema road also known 
as Mountain Trail highway. The staff house 
will be temporary home for three full staff of 
the cafe-restaurant including one american 
volunteer from the Young Adult Service Corps 
of the Episcopal Church in the United States.

Galilea Cafe and Restaurant also serves 
as marketing center of the Episcopal 
- Community Action, Renewal and 

Empowerment (E-CARE) Foundation of the 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines. 

The Galilea Cafe & Restaurant (backround)

The newly-built Galilea Cafe Staff House

Diocesan Staff joins the Galilea Cafe personnel after the 
blessing for posterity with Bishop Pachao (extreme right)

Bishop Joel Pachao leads the 
blessing of the staff house.
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A glimpse at the 2017 
Convention Theme

Theme: “Proclaiming the Good News amidst the challenges of 
Vision 2018 and beyond”

Text: “But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work 
assigned me by the Lord Jesus – the work of telling others the Good News 

about the wonderful grace of God.” (Acts 20:24 NLT)

Biblical Context: PAUL MEETS THE EPHESIAN BROTHERS
(Acts 20:13-38)

Paul declares to the Christians in Ephesus:
1.I have done the Lord’s work and with many tears

2.I have endured trials even death threats
3.I never shrank back from telling what is needed to tell in private or in 

public
4.Repent and return to God, have faith in Jesus Christ
5.I have to go to Jerusalem not knowing what awaits 

6.Premonition of jail and suffering 
7.Determination to tell others the Good News

8.I have been faithful in declaring all that God wants you to know
9.Paul exhorts and warns:

a.Guard yourselves and God’s people
b.Feed and shepherd His church

c.False teachers will come
d.Distortion of truth even among the people of God

e.Never covet anyone’s silver or gold
f.Help those in need by working hard

g.“it is more blessed to give than to receive”

ECP Context: VMG 2018 and the Five Marks of Mission
We are in the last leg of our journey towards VMG 2018. At the very start 

of this 10-year missionary journey there has been pessimism expressed in 
various ways from sarcasm to blunt “we cannot do it!” attitude. The same 

attitudes are still around if not stronger. The “I told you so” group has 
increased with the first goal of the VMG 2018 as measurement: “All ECP 

congregations are full-fledged parishes.”

But we must not forget nor miss the over-all spirit of the VMG which is 
embodied in the Mission Statement of the ECP which is also the First Mark 

of Mission in the Anglican Communion: “To Proclaim the Good News of the 
Kingdom.”

Our overall benchmark of the success or failure of the VMG 2018 must be 
the missionary mark of proclamation of the Gospel which is being done in 

various programs and works of the church. The theme reminds us of this and 
encourages us to do more even beyond 2018./dbt
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established for enhancing Filipino Anglicans to be 
”people of Mission for the Christian Faith” in honor of 
the Right Reverend J. Jon Bruno, D.D.
Proceeds from the sale of the book published by 
Cathedral Center Press, Los Angeles, in cooperation 
with the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, will be 
used to initiate the Bishop Bruno Fund. Source: Book 
Launching Brochure 2016

continued from the back cover

A Brief 
Introduction of the 
Author

When I entered St. Andrew’s 
Theological Seminary in 1975 
many of the senior seminarians 

told us that we were fortunate because a 
“terror” faculty member has just left for 
studies overseas. With all the stories about 
how demanding this faculty member was we 
thought that it was indeed our good fortune 
that we would not have to go through him. We 
also thought we were doubly fortunate in the 
fact that we already graduated by the time he 
came back from his academic and linguistic 
adventure in Heidelberg, Germany. I was told 
that he is the second Filipino to distinguish 
himself and excel in that prestigious German 
institution, Heidelberg University – the first is 
Jose Rizal.

It was later after I become priest that I 
would have the opportunity to get to meet 
and know him in committee meetings 

and planning conferences. I must admit I was 
always intimated by him.

In 1989 after the division of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Central Philippines he was called 
out of his Seminary teaching and elected 

the first Bishop of the new Episcopal Diocese 
of North Central Philippines [EDNCP], whose 
see city is the City of Baguio. He presided 
over the establishment of the EDNCP fine 
tuning the diocesan Constitution and Canons 
and codifying the basic policy manual for the 
governance and administration of the Diocese. 
It was during those early years that some 
direction  for the new diocese were defined i.e. 
the 10% Solution, Adopt a Mission and plans 
of outreach and expansion. He also presided 
over the rehabilitation program for the Diocese 
after the devastations brought about by the 
1990 earthquake and the 1991 eruption of Mt. 
Pinatubo.

By then, as a Priest in the Diocese I 
came to the realization that not going 
through him at Seminary was more of a 

misfortune than good. My fellow clergy and 
I were ready to learn from him. Alas, God 
sent him on another adventure to be Assisting 
Bishop in the Diocese of Los Angeles and rector 

of St. Benedict Episcopal Church in Alhambra.
Brethren, the author of the book we are 
launching today is one many of us already 
know- The Rt. Rev. Dr. Artemio M. Zabala, first 
bishop of the EDNCP. Most of us do theology 
like we were chopping wood with an axe. 
Bishop Zabala does it with the sharpness of a 
German surgical knife.

Introduction of the Author during the launching of 
“With Bigger Eyes and Hear and Head” St Andrew’s 
Theological Seminary Chapel      15 June 2016

Bishop J Jon Bruno

Book launching at St Benedict’s Episcopal Church, 
Alhambra, USA with the author (center with cap).

THE BOOK IS AVAILABLE @ THE EDNCP 
FINANCE OFFICE 
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the BiShoP J. Jon Bruno funD

is a mission fund established by the Episcopal Diocese 
of North Central Philippines to assist in faith formation 
among the laity of the Episcopal Church in the 
Philippines in line with the Vision-Mission Goal 2018 of 
this church.

Bishop Joseph Jon Bruno succeeded Bp. Frederick H. 
Borsch in 2002 to be the 6th Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Los Angeles. He will continue 
to serve until 2018. Famously known and beloved 
among Filipinos as “Uncle Bruno”, Bp Bruno is the 
“good shepherd” and friend to Filipino communities 
in Southern California and is very supportive of the 
mission of the Church among our people and other 
Asiamerican immigrants.His big person embodies a big 
and loving heart, compassionate and embracive of the 
wide diversity of cultures and peoples in the six-county 
diocese of Los Angeles.

In thanksgiving to God for friendship in Christ and 
partnership in world mission this endowment Fund is 

Published by the Publications and Information 
Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of North 
Central Philippines with editorial office at the 

EDNCP Diocesan Center,
358 Magsaysay Avenue,

Baguio City

Tel Nos (63) (074) 443 7705/442 2432
Telefax 63 074 443 5644
Website: edncp-ecp.org

Editorial Staff
The Rt Rev Joel A Pachao - Publisher

Rev David B Tabo-oy - Editor
Fe A Damaguen - Circulation Manager

Committee Members:
The Rev Genesis Langbao

The Rev Freddie Algona
The Rev Aida Wacnag
Ms Charlotte Carino

The Rev Lina Magalgalit
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Rev David B Tabo-oy - Layout Editor
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GET THE BOOK AND 
SUPPORT THE FUND


