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Oktoberfest

ith the exception of the now world
renowned celebration of the month of
October as beer-month- Oktoberfest, there
are three special occasions slated in our Diocesan
calendar for this year. First, there is the annual
Indigenous Peoples’ month which we celebrate
together with other churches, civil society groups
and the government. The observance puts forward
the situation, dreams and aspiration of the Filipinos
categorized as indigenous or tribal. These are
the peoples or communities, having a historical
continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial
societies that developed on their territories, consider
themselves distinct from other sectors of the societies
now prevailing in those territories, or parts of them.
In the ecumenical churches, the theme for this month
continues to focus on land, self-determination, and
peace based on justice expressed in Pilipino: “Lupa
at Kasarinlan: Sama-samang Ipagpunyagi para sa
Makatarungang Kapayapaan.”

S

econd occasion is the founding anniversary of
the Episcopal Church in the Philippines with
its creation as a Missionary District by the
General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the
United States of America (ECUSA) on October 11,
1901 in San Francisco, California, USA. Relative to
this observance, the second Sunday of the month is
designated as Centennial Fund Sunday. The special
offering is intended for the capital build up for the
ECP Endowment Fund.

T

he third red letter day of this month is the 26th
where Bishop Joel A Pachao of this diocese will
be installed as the sixth Prime Bishop of the
Episcopal Church in the Philippines. Representatives
of the seven diocese from the north,central and
south Philippines and from several Provinces of the
Anglican Communion will gather at the National
Cathedral of Saint Mary and Saint John in Quezon
City for this historic event. Expected guests to bring
their greetings of solidarity include those from the
domestic and international ecumenical partners./dbt

6th Prime Bishop Installed

T

he Right
Reverend
Joel Atiwag
Pachao was installed
sixth Prime Bishop
of the Episcopal
Church in the
Philippines (ECP)
since it became
an autonomous
province of
the Anglican
Communion in 1990.
The installation
rites started with
a procession from
the chapel of Saint
Andrew’s Theological
Seminary and ended
at the Episcopal
National Cathedral of
Saint Mary and Saint
John at the mission
center of this church
along E. Rodriguez
Sr., Boulevard,
Quezon City.

L

ay and clergy
representatives
from the seven
dioceses led by the
Trinity University of
Asia marching band
completed the long
procession. Outgoing
Prime Bishop
Renato Maggay
Abibico presided
the installation
continued next page

Top photo: The newly installed 6th Prime Bishop
(center with episcopal staff) with other bishops
of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines and
visiting bishops from other provinces of the
Anglican Communion. Right photo: with the
immediate family.

The Adventurer

3

from previous page

6th Prime Bishop Installed

service and joined by all the
active bishops of the ECP
namely, Bishop Dixie Taclobao
of Central Philippines Diocese
;Bishop Brent Alawas of the
Diocese of Northern Philippines;
Bishop Alexander Wandag
of the Diocese of Santiago;
newly installed Bishop Hilary
Pasikan, Jr of Northern Luzon;
Bishop Danilo Bustamante
of Southern Philippines; and
Bishop Jonathan Casimina of
Davao Diocese. Retired and
former Prime Bishops Manuel
Lumpias and Edward Malecdan
also joined the concelebration.
His Eminence, Most Reverend
Rhee Timbang Obispo Maximo
The EDNCP Diocesan Staff rendering an Irish blessing folk song during
(Supreme Bishop) of the Iglesia
the program that followed after the installation service.
Filipina Independiente joined his
fellow bishops in elevating Bishop
Pachao to the Primacy and also
conveyed his flocks’ greetings to
the new Prime Bishop.

T

he Right Reverend Robert
L. Fitzpatrick, Bishop of
Hawaii Diocese of The
Episcopal Church delivered the
homily. The homily focused on
the ministry of the church led
and composed of disciples and
apostles who are learners and
are sent out to spread the Good
News to the world. The Prime
Bishop leads in the ministry of
sharing Jesus to the people by
nurturing the disciples, Bishop
Fitzpatrick highlighted thus in his
homily.

The EDNCP Clergy wishing their Bishop the best through a couple of
songs.

A

fter the Installation Service,
a program followed at
the Function Hall of the
cathedral wherein presentation
from different groups entertained
the newly installed Prime Bishop
and guests. A community lunch
was served simultaneous with
the program and continued on
until late in the evening with
gong playing and dancing at the
Seminary Refectory. /dbt
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A relaxed Prine Bishop
watching the program with a
well-wisher..
Lady-line dancers from Baguio City
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Most Reverend
JOEL ATIWAG PACHAO
PRIME BISHOP VI
Episcopal Church in the Philippines

he Right Reverend Joel Atiwag Pachao was
consecrated bishop on March 24, 1993 at the
Cathedral of the Resurrection, Baguio City by the
late Prime Bishop Narciso V Ticobay. He holds the record
in the whole Episcopal Church in the Philippines of being
the youngest to be ordained to the episcopate at the age
of 35. He became the second bishop of then barely four
year-old Episcopal Diocese of North Central Philippines and
has served this diocese for 24 years (1993-2017) until his
election to the primacy.

B

ishop Joel was born on July 29, 1956 in Lepanto,
Mankayan, Benguet. He is the second of eight children
of the late Alfred Buteng Pachao (Bontoc, Mountain
Province) and the late Juanita Waswasen Atiwag (Amtadao,
Sagada, Mountain Province). He finished his elementary
school at Mankayan Central School in Mankayan, Benguet
in 1969 and his high school studies at the Mountain
Province General Comprehensive High School in Bontoc,
Mountain Province in 1973. In 1976 after spending a year
at Mountain Province College in Bontoc and another year
at Trinity College of Quezon City, he entered St. Andrew’s
Theological Seminary and graduated Bachelors in Theology
in 1980. He was conferred his Master in Divinity by the same
seminary in 1988.

B

ishop Joel was ordained to the Diaconate on the 26th
day of June in 1981 at St Jude’s Church in Bangao,
Buguias, Benguet by the Rt Rev Mannuel C Lumpias.
A year later he was ordained to the Sacred Order of Priests
on July 29, 1982 by the same bishop. He first served as
Deacon Intern and Deacon at St Jude Mission, Bangao,
Buguias (1980-82) then as Priest and Chaplain at St Gabriel
Mission and St Gabriel Academy (1982-84). He was later
assigned as Priest at St. John Mission in Mankayan, Benguet
(1984-85). He later served as Rector at Holy Angels Parish
in Pico, La Trinidad (1985-87) and Rector of Church of the
Epiphany, KM5 La Trinidad, Benguet (1987 to 1993).
ther trainings he undertook include the following:
1.Community and Rural Development (1984)
Development Institute based at the University of
California, Los Angeles
2.Management for Productivity (1986)
Conducted by John Clemens Consultants held DAP,
Tagaytay and Baguio City
3.Project Monitoring and Evaluation (1988)
School for International Training (SIT)
Brattleboro, Vermont, USA
4.College for Bishops (1996 and 1997)
General Theological Seminary, New York
Bishop Joel is married to the former Pricilla Dat-ay Gacod
of Lon-oy, San Gabriel, La Union with whom he has two

O

children and four grandchildren. Their daughter Kelcy
Tanya Pachao is married to Jason Sinot Salinas of Baguio
City who blessed them with three grandchildren (Aethen
Karsten Salinas, Aiden Justice Salinas and Aerys Mathew
Salinas). Their son Kent Theodore Pachao is married to Lala
Panganiban of Cavite who blessed them with a grandson,
Carreon Kryztoff Pachao.
hen asked of his priorities as the 6th Primate of
the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, the Prime
Bishop-elect in his own words, “Over the years
we have been guided by the Five Marks of Mission in our
mission planning and much has been accomplished, so
there is no need to change. All the more, there is need for
the whole ECP to take the Five Marks of Mission seriously
and purposefully to heart and let them guide our life, our
mission, and our ministry as a church. What we need to do
is to build on what has been accomplished. This we can do
even as we seek additional ways of living out the Five Marks
of Mission in the light of new challenges that come our way.
Perhaps we can learn from government. Each time a new
administration takes over, most, if not all, previous priorities
are abandoned and new plans and programs take their
place covered by new rules. This must be avoided in the
church. We do not live from one administration to the other,
but rather, we exist to do the unchanging mission of Christ.”

W
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NEWSupdates
on or before December 1,
2017.   Nominees who submit
the above requirements will
then be required to undergo
physical, mental and nervous
examination at St Luke’s
Medical Center to be submitted
on or before December 31,
2017.
b.At least thirty (30) days
prior to the date of the
election of Diocesan Bishop,
the Nominations Committee
shall cause to be printed and
sent to each clergyperson and
Senior Warden of each parish
or mission station, a list of the
nominees together with their
biographical data and their
reflection/statements relative to
their vision on the Five Marks
of Mission.

Mode...from page 7

absence
of
selfishness,
disinterest in power, willingness
to serve.
e.Family which should be
an asset to his/her pastoral
ministry.
3.Nominations Process
a.A
clergyperson’s
name
may be submitted to the
Nominations Committee by
at least one communicant in
good standing of this diocese
after due consultation with
the clergyperson. In case of
Rectors of Parishes and Aided-
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Parishes, a written letter of
permission by the Vestry
concerned must be submitted,
and in case of clergypersons
from other Dioceses, the written
permission of their respective
Diocesan Bishop is required.
For Diocesan Bishops, a letter
of permission from the Standing
Committee of the Diocese
concerned shall be needed. All
names for consideration by
the Nominations Committee,
together with their biographical
data form, and reflections on
the Five Marks of Mission
shall be submitted to the
Nominations
Committee
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c.The Nominations Committee
shall present the nominees to
the President of Convention
who shall introduce said
nominees to Convention.
d.
Nominations from the
floor shall not be accepted.
e.The physical presence of the
nominees during election time
is required and they shall be
seated in an appropriate place
in the Convention Hall.
f. The names of the nominees, in
alphabetical-horizontal order,
shall be written clearly on a
blackboard which is visible to
everybody.*
*Adopted from the Mode of
Election of the Bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of North
Central Philippines, 1993.

Mode of Election of the Diocesan Bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of North Central Philippines, Inc
The Nominations, Qualifications, and Process

R

elative to the election
of Diocesan Bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese
of North Central Philippines,
the Diocesan Council meeting
on September 21, 2017 has
approved the guideline for
nominations which was an
adoption of the 1993 guideline
which was used during the
election of the second bishop
of this Diocese. Herewith the
guideline presented in full for
information:
1.Of the Nominations 		
Committee
a.The President of the Diocesan
Convention shall appoint the
members of the Nominations
Committee consisting of four
(4) clergypersons and three (3)
laypersons.
b.It shall be the function of
the Nominations Committee
to
screen
and
nominate
clergypersons for the Office
of the Bishop of North Central
Philippines.
c.The Nominations Committee
shall provide a biographical
data form to be filled up by each
aspirant and to be submitted to
the Nominations Committee on
or before October 31, 2017.
2.Qualifications of
Aspirants for the Office
of Diocesan Bishop
a.Biblical
1 Timothy3:1-7
v1This is a true saying: If a
man is eager to be a church
leader, he desires an excellent
work. v2A church leader must
be without fault; he must
have only one wife,a be sober,

self-controlled, and orderly;
he must welcome strangers
in his home; he must be able
to teach; v3he must not be a
drunkard or a violent man, but
gentle and peaceful; he must
not love money; v4he must be
able to manage his own family
well and make his children
obey him with all respect.
v5For if a man does not know
how to manage his own family,
how can he take care of the
church of God? v6He must be
mature in the faith, so that he
will not swell up with pride
and be condemned, as the
Devil was. v7He should be a
man who is respected by the
people outside the church, so
that he will not be disgraced
and fall into the Devil's trap.
(TEV)
Titus 1:7-9
v7For since a church leader
is in charge of God's work, he
should be without fault. He
must not be arrogant or quicktempered, or a drunkard or
violent or greedy for money.
v8He must be hospitable and
love what is good. He must be
self-controlled, upright, holy,
and disciplined. v9He must
hold firmly to the message
which can be trusted and
which agrees with the doctrine.
In this way he will be able to
encourage others with the true
teaching and also to show the
error of those who are opposed
to it. (TEV)
b.Canonical
b.1. Must be at least thirty five
(35) years of age but not more
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than sixty (60) years old at the
time of election and has served
in a cure for at least five (5)
years;
b.2.Must be physically, morally,
spiritually upright;
i. Good physical,
mental, or nervous
condition. (Certificate
form St Luke’s Medical
Center, Quezon City)
ii. No evidentiary report
for viciousness of life.
iii. Sufficiency in good
learning.
iv. Soundness in faith.
b.3. Must be a clergyperson of
the Episcopal Church in the
Philippines.
c.Other Qualifications
c.1. Evangelist: One who shows
aggressiveness in proclaiming
the Kingdom of God by word
and example;
c.2.Pastor: One who, out
of personal experience, is
acquainted with the pastoral
problems of the Church.
c.3. Leader and Administrator
i.Leader and
Manager –
one who stimulates
initiatives,introduces
innovation, and creates
change;
ii. Administrator – one
who is knowledgeable
and who practices
sound and basic
financial management.
d.Personality – a dynamic,
kind personality which exhibits
qualities such as gentleness,
reservedness, honesty, service,
Mode....to page 6
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NEWSBRIEFNEWSBRIEF
First Graduates of EDNCP Theology Institute
@ Easter College

T

he first Commencement Service of the
Episcopal Diocese of North Central
Philippines Theology of Institute @
Easter College (EDNCP TI-Easter College)
saw the awarding of certificates and
diplomas to fifteen students. The historic
event took place at the Holy Innocents
Episcopal Church in the context of the Holy
Eucharist in the afternoon of September 19,
2017. The Right Reverend Joel A Pachao,
Bishop of the Diocese of North Central
Philippines and Chairperson of the Board
of Trustees of Easter College presided the
rites. Dr Braille Van Reyes, president of
the college and Rev Alicia Sibaen, director
of the Institute assisted in the awarding
of certificates and diplomas to this year’s
graduates. Following is the list of the
graduates and their respective courses:
1.Certificate of Clinical Pastoral Education
Betran, Salvation C
Cadiogan, Adonizedek L
Calig-a, Elsa Margarette O
Carreon, Abigail Hope B
Ramos, Cris John R

8

Sabelo, Janice Rosaria
Saguban, Silver P
2. Post Graduate Diploma in Anglican 		
		
Studies
Maneru. Luis Antonio A
3. 2 Year Diploma in Ministry
Butay, James D
Delfin, Jose U
Kimao, Marion P
4. Diploma of Higher Education in
Theology, Ministry & Mission
Ano, Winston B
Bawayan, Ruth B
Chucuen, Erick O
Nginhena, Jackson K

C

lergy who were part of the past and
present teaching staff were present to
witness the fruition of their mentoring
endeavor. It must be noted here that five of the
graduates took the Canonical examinations
given last year and July this year together with
graduates of St Andrew’s Theological Seminary.
They topped the said examinations which is one
of the canonical qualifications for ordination./
dbt
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South West Benguet
Deanery

The Holy Guardian Angels Episcopal Church in Pico, La Trinidad celebrated its 81st Anniversary
and patronal fiesta on October 1, 2017 with Bishop Dixie Taclobao as special guest-preacher
and presiding celebrant (3rd from left). Also joining the well-wishers are friends from Regional
Ecumenical Council in the Cordillera (RECCORD). The Rev Nestor Poltic (center back row) is
the Rector of the parish.

ZambalesPangasinan Deanery

Members of St Francis
of Assisi Episcopal
Church congregation
in Manggahan, Salaza,
Palauig Zambales
posed for posterity with
members of the deanery
clergy and laity after
the Fiesta Eucharist on
October 4, 2017. The
Canon to the Ordinary,
Rev David B Tabo-oy
(center 3rd row) was
guest preacher.

The Adventurer
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Metro Baguio
Deanery

The Episcopal Church Women of Metro Baguio Deanery hymn rendition during the
program which followed after the Holy Mass celebration.

South West Benguet

St James Episcopal Church in Balakbak, Kapangan, Benguet celebrated their
fiesta on October 30, 2017. Guest preacher was Rev Canon David B Tabo-oy.
A newly installed shed infront of the church (above) was also dedicated by the
Canon.

10
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Events ‘n’ Pix

Choir Sings for Seminarians

T

he Holy Innocents
Episcopal Church
Choir presented a
one-night concert at the
St Andrew’s Theological
Seminary chapel on
October 25, 2017. Proceeds
of the concert go to the
SATS 10M Scholarship
Fund. Earlier, the choir
staged a concert dubbed
“As long as I have Music” at
the Holy Innocents’ church
in Guisad, Baguio City on
October 21-22, 2017.

The Iglesia Filipina Independiente
(IFI) National Office staff paid
a courtesy visit at the EDNCP
Diocesan Mission Centre on October
9, 2017. The contingent (left photo)
was accompanied by BIshop Joel
Porlares the new General Secretary
of the IFI (3rd from right back row).

Thanksgiving Episcopal Church Youth &
Peace Forum. The Metro Baguio Deanery youth (SKEP) Children Sunday and Indigenous Month
sponsored a Peace Forum dubbed, “The Youth Upholding Celebration with their Rector, Rev Aida
Peace and Reconciliation” at the Easter College. Rev Rex B Wacnag 10.22.2017 (above photo).
Reyes, NCCP General Secretary was main speaker.

The Adventurer
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Events ‘n’ Pix

Indigenous Peoples’ Sunday

Indigenous Peoples Sunday at the Cathedral. From l to r: The ECW in their ethnic attires; the
women in men’s g-strings; Chieftain Manuel Ano and consort.

3rd Metro Baguio Deanery
Bible Quiz Bee 2017

Bible Quiz Bee Winners

Level One
1st - Yael Solimen - Rex Cathedral
2nd- Lee Roy Jett Pawid - HIEC
3rd - Hana Kate Nevona - Rex Cathedral
Level Two
1st - Richard Depidep - Rex Cathedral

12

2nd - Robin Nev Abrera - HIEC
3rd - Casey Kein Bosaing - HIEC
Level Three
1st - Frances Sagall - HIEC
2nd - Cheryl Casiwan - Rex Cathedral
3rd - Ibrahim Suarez - Rex Cathedral
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The Episcopal Church in
the Philippines
@ 116

1901

THE FIRST EPISCOPAL SERVICES IN THE ISLANDS
AND THE CREATION OF THE MISSIONARY DISTRICT

T

he first recorded Episcopal Church service in
the Philippines took place on September 4,
1898 and was conducted by Chaplain Charles
Pierce who came with American occupation forces.
This service was mainly attended by Americans and
other English- speaking residents of Manila. On
Christmas Day that same year, the first Eucharist
was conducted by Chaplain Pierce for Filipinos who
were disgruntled with their former allegiance. This
was held in what is now Metropolitan Theater in
Liwasang Bonifacio.

N

ot long after, Chaplain Pierce, who also acted
as a military spy for Admiral Ovenshine
of the U.S. Navy, was able to organize a
congregation which was called the Anglo-Saxon
Church holding services in a temporary church built
at Calle Nueva. The congregation was later renamed
the Anglo-American Church. With the assistance of
the first representatives of the Brotherhood of Saint
Andrew who came to the country with the 21st
Infantry in the early part of 1899, the congregation
was able to secure a two-storey house near the
military barracks. The second floor was used as the
military headquarters while the first floor was used
as the chapel for the Anglo-American congregation
which now call itself the Holy Trinity Church.
n September 1899, the then Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church in the United States of America,
Thomas Clark, appointed Bishop Frederick Graves

I

of Shanghai, China, to oversee the church work in the
Philippines. He visited Manila in that same month
and confirmed some English speaking members and
received a few Filipinos into the Episcopal Church.
ork among the Chinese residents in Manila
began in 1901 through the efforts of another
military Chaplain, John Marvine, who
baptized 15 members before his regiment was sent to
China to suppress the Boxer rebellion.
fter the initial visit to the country, Bishop
Graves expressed the need for more
missionaries to come to the Philippines. He
also recommended to the House of Bishops that
a permanent resident bishop be provided for the
islands. There was an initial opposition to these
proposals from anti-imperial bishops of the ECUSA.
Bishop Graves had to wait for the next General
Convention for the matter to be decided.
n October 11, 1901, the General Convention
of the ECUSA meeting in San Francisco and
acting on a memorial presented by Bishop
Frederick Graves, voted to create the Philippines
as a Missionary District and elected Charles Henry
Brent, then Rector of St Stephen’s in Boston, as its
first bishop. On August 24, 1902, Bishop Brent arrived
in the Philippines with a huge amount of money to
support the beginning of his work.

W
A
O
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(Source: HISTORICAL NARRATION 1,
Centennial Memorial Service 10.11.2001)
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NEWSBRIEFNEWSBRIEF
DC Readies for
Convention 2018,
Election of Ordinary

T

he Diocesan Council meeting on 21
September 2017 has finalized preparations
for the 2018 Diocesan Convention. The
coming convention is scheduled on February 6-9,
2018. The Biblical text has been selected in the
Book of Acts 13:17. The Preparations Committee
which met later also adopted a convention
theme based on the text, “Shine Forth!” This
will be presented during the next meeting of the
Council tentatively set on December 13, 2017 for
approval.
uring the same meeting, the Council
received and approved the guidelines
prepared by the earlier formed
Nominations Committee (for the election of a
bishop). The Committee on Election (COMELEC)
was also formed earlier with the mandate to
conduct the election of a bishop for this Diocese
during the forthcoming convention. Herewith
are the composition of said committees,

D

Deanery
Pre Convention
Conferences Schedule

R
•
•
•
•
•
•

elative to the forthcoming 2018 Diocesan
Convention, the pre-convention Deanery
Conferences have been scheduled:

ZamPan Deanery - January 22, 2018
South West Benguet - January 23, 2018
La Union Deanery - January 24, 2018
Goldfields Deanery - January 25, 2018
Mt Trail Deanery - January 26, 2018
Metro Baguio Deanery - January 27, 2018

Youth Holds Peace
Forum with Pilgrims
for Peace

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
Padi Louis Yacuan, Convenor
Padi Gabriel Sakiwat
Padi Hans Joel Politchay
Dr Braille Reyes
Atty Agapito Bolislis
Atty Richard Stone Pooten

T

COMELEC
Padi Charles Carino
Padi Marion Solang
Padi Raul Gawec
Engr Johnny Golucan
Mr Jerome Gawidan
Mr Albert Linglingen
Mrs Victoria Bawayan

Rev Rex B Reyes, Jr, general secretary of the

he Council also appointed one clergy and
one lay to lead the delegates of Convention
in two Bible studies namely, Rev Myrna
Algona and Atty Ruth Bawayan respectively./dbt
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National Council of Churches in the Philippines (above)
speaks before young people from the ecumenical
churches in Baguio City during the forum dubbed “The
Youth Upholding Peace and Reconciliation” held at the
Cathedral Hall on September 3, 2017. The event was
jointly sponsored by the Samahang Kabataang Episkopal
sa Pilipinas (SKEP) and the Pilgrims for Peace in the
Cordillera./dbt
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NEWSBRIEFS
UPDATES

Brotherhood of
Saint Andrew

Finally a BSA in HIEC!

T

he Brotherhood of Saint
Andrew (BSA) Holy
Innocents Episcopal
Church (HIEC) Chapter was
finally reorganized recently. The
elected new set of officers are
as follows: President - JESS
CASTILLO; Vice President MARION BONDAD; Secretary CESAR TADE; Asst. Secretary
- Mario Alagon; Treasurer
- LUKE GOMEYAC; Business
Managers - REX RAMOS &
GABRIEL ON-ONOD; Auditor RYAN BUTAY; Public Relations
Officer - FRANCIS MARTIN;
and Chaplain - The Rev.
EUGENE OFO-OB.
The newly elected officers
The newly elected HIEC BSA officers are presented to the
were installed into office by
congregation after their induction by the Rector-Chaplain, Fr
Padi Eugene Ofo-ob last
Eugene Ofo-ob.
September 17 during the 9:00
AM Mass.

T

ogether with the
congregation, the
National and District
BSA Presidents, Bro. Richard
Stone Pooten and Bro.
Agapito Bolislis respectively,
were present to witness their
induction. A General Assembly
of the Chapter followed after
the mass, where Bro. Richard
Stone and Bro. Agapito
together with Bro. Braille Reyes
shared inputs on the Threefold
Disciplines of Prayer, Study
and Service. Kudos to the new
set of officers and to the whole
BSA-HIEC chapter!
The EDNCP-BSA District officers in a civic parade in La Trinidad,
Benguet.
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Ordinations

B

EDNL CONSECRATES, INSTALLS NEW
BISHOP

ulanao, Tabuk City,
Kalinga. The fifth
Diocesan Bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Northern
Luzon was consecrated and
installed on the Feast of the
Holy Cross on September 14,
2017 at the Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity in Tabuk City,
Kalinga. “Beloved People of
God, I present to you, Hilary
Jr, ordained and consecrated
Bishop in the Church of God.
I bid you acknowledge him and
pray for him that he may serve

The
consecration
and
installation
service
started with
a procession
from the
Diocesan
Center to the
Holy Trinity
Cathedral
(left photo)

worthily in this office and ministry.” Prime
Bishop Renato Abibico proclaimed   after
the installation and Bishop Hilary Pasikan,
Jr. ascended the episcopate and becomes
the new chief pastor of the Northern Luzon
Diocese.
he rites were attended by seven
active bishops of the Episcopal
Church in the Philippines including
the Prime Bishop who presided. Two

T

Veni Creator Spiritus. The passing on of
the Apostolic Succession by laying of hands
consecrated the bishop-elect to the office of a
bishop..

The new bishop is enthroned in his cathedra

16
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retired bishops were also preent and a lone
bishop from the nearby Diocese of Isabela
and Tugegarao of the Iglesia Filipina
Independiente co-consecrated the new
bishop. Clergy and lay delegations from the
different dioceses of the Episcopal Church in
the Philippines filled the cathedral more than
its capacity during the service. Gongs, dances,
songs and greetings followed in the program
that ensued at the grounds of the Cathedral
after the Pontifical Eucharist./dbt

Theology Institute Graduate
Ordained Deacon

L
D

uis Antonio A. Maneru, was ordained to the
Sacred Order of Deacons on the Feast of Saint
Aidan 31st of August 2017 at the Cathedral of the
Resurrection by Bishop Joel A Pachao, bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of North Central Philippines.
eacon Maneru or Chato to friends was received
from the Roman Catholic Church and a recent
recepient of Post Graduate Diploma on Anglican
Studies from the EDNCP Theology Institue at Easter
College. He is a retired US Navy serviceman and a
holder of Masters in Business Administration. He has
chosen the city of Baguio as his retirement home since he
is a natural-born Filipino.
rior to his coming to the Episcopal Church, he
was active in his church of origin as a counselor
and lecturer for both clergy and lay in pastoral
education. Before his ordination he assists at St Nicholas
Parish and continues to do so while he also helps at the
Theology of Institute at Easter College.

P

I

The ordinand was vested the dalmatic,
the liturgical vestment of the deacon.

The new deacon fully vested is now
presented to the congregation.

n the 29-year history of this Diocese, Deacon
Maneru is the third to be ordained under the
special program which was then called Oikos
program, the precursor of the present Theology
of Institute based at Easter College in Guisad,
Baguio City.
he courses are not necessarily a
preparation for ordination. Subjects are
offered that would help enhance the lay
ministry of the church./dbt
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Deacon Maneru with his fellow graduates
from the Theology of Institute, a
Pediatrician, Policeman, Architect and a
lady Lawyer.
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NCCP/ECUMENICAL SUNDAY

MEMBER CHURCHES
OF THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL OF
BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE
CHURCHES IN THE
PHILIPPINES
few years after its founding as a Council of churches in November, 1963, the NCCP
Executive Council designated the third Sunday of November as NCCP Sunday. At that
time there was an earnest and urgent desire to promote the NCCP and the ecumenical
movement among the faithful of the member churches and the general public.
ver the years, the churches have been encouraged to observe and/or celebrate this
important event in their respective congregations or parishes, or collectively at the
town, provincial, or regional levels. Promotional and educational materials have been
produced and disseminated to enable the churches in their efforts to inform or educate their
mass membership about the NCCP and its continuing work in the areas of Christian Unity
APOSTOLIC
and Ecumenical Relations; Ecumenical Education and Nurture; and Faith and Witnesses
CATHOLIC CHURCH and Service; as well as the Council’s advocacies on justice, peace, and integrity of creation.
However, it’s unfortunate that the observance of the Ecumenical Witness Sunday (aka NCCP
Sunday) has been limited only to a good number of congregation and parishes located in
the urban areas. The broadest number of the churches’ constituencies that are based at the
grassroots all over the country have yet to be reached out and mobilized in the observance of
this significant annual event in the ecumenical calendar.
or more than fifty years, the NCCP has preserved in its concerted efforts to realize its
vision and carry out its mission, and to achieve its goals and long term objectives. It
has endeavored relentlessly, in spite of very limited resources, to pursue the enduring
concerns
of the ecumenical movement (the reason for its existence) through the program,
CONVENTION OF
services,
advocacies
and prophetic witness that are carried out or undertaken by the Council
PHILIPPINE BAPTIST
and
its
Program
Units
on Ecumenical Education & Nurture, Christian Unity & Ecumenical
CHURCHES
Relations, and Faith, Witness & Service.
everal Thousands of individuals from among the ranks of the clergy and the laity
(women, youth, children, and laymen) of the churches church-related institutions
and peoples organizations have benefited from the various program activities such as
seminars, workshops, capability building/skills training, leadership formation/development,
and the published books, training modules, worship and reading materials, as well. Many
Clergy and lay leaders have availed of scholarship grants or internship programs, and have
participated in national/regional/international ecumenical encounters/exposures, etcetera.
Countless individuals and communities that have been greatly affected by or victims/survivors
of natural and human-made calamities such as typhoons, storm surges, floods, drought, fires,
EPISCOPAL CHURCH volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, forced evacuations/demolitions, human rights violations,
IN THE PHILIPPINES military harassments, labor strikes, violent dispersal of peaceful demonstrations, illegal
detentions, human trafficking, have been beneficiaries of the Council’s relief, rehabilitation,
legal and sanctuary assistance. The Council has partnered with the member churches, enabling
them to strengthen their respective programs or setting up ministries in the field of justice,
peace, human rights, and integrity of creation.
ndeed, the Council has firmly established itself as the ecumenical voice that constantly and
consistently announces the Good News and the Reign of God while placing the core of its
ecumenical agenda the peoples’ welfare and well-being and the integrity of creation.
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IGLESIA EVANGELICA
METODIST EN LAS
ISLAS PILIPINAS
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It has gained the respect of ordinary citizens in
this country as well as international ecumenical bodies
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NCCP/ECUMENICAL SUNDAY
from previous page
MEMBER
CHURCHES OF
THE NCCP

IGLESIA FILIPINA
INDEPENDIENTE

but, at the same time, the ire of the “powers-that-be”. Surely albeit slowly, the Council is
becoming to be one of the strong pillars of Philippine society. However, given the context and
the objective realities obtaining in the country today, there is an urgent need to consolidate
the gains achieved by the ecumenical movement and to further strengthen the Council’s
programs, services, and advocacies, while concertedly pushing the cooperative work of the
churches down to the grassroots level all over the country. In this regard, the few existing
regional ecumenical councils/committees created during the decade of the eighties must be
challenged and be enabled to keep alive the ecumenical spirit in their respective regions while
exerting extra efforts to revive/resurrect those that have remained dormant or dissolved due to
a thousand and one reasons.
ne effective way being considered in responding to the urgent needs enumerated
above, more specifically in mobilizing the participation and support of the churches’
mass membership to the NCCP’s programs and advocacies, is the wide spread
observation of the Ecumenical Witness Sunday. It is an opportunity for the Marys and Johns
that flock to the churches on Sunday to learn more about the vision, mission, and objectives
and to better appreciate, as well, the work of the Council. Moreover, it is an important occasion
to encourage and generate the support and participation of the faithful in the continuing life,
witness, prophetic witness and advocacies of Council.

O
T

ECUMENICAL WITNESS SUNDAY CELEBRATION
his annual endeavor is mandated by the NCCP General Convention. It is a joint venture
between the NCCP General Convention and its member churches and associate
members.
The council’s elected officers provide guidance and supervision in the over-all conduct of
this event, while the NCCP Secretariat will be responsible for its implementation. The lead
units will be the Office of the General Secretary (OGS) and the Unit on Christian Unity
LUTHERAN CHURCH
and Ecumenical Relations. They will be responsible in the preparation, facilitation, and
IN THE PHILIPPINES
coordination of the whole activity while the rest of the secretariat will participate in its actual
implementation.

T
SALVATION ARMY

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST IN THE
PHILIPPINES

GENERAL OBJECTIVE
he observance of the Ecumenical Witness Sunday (NCCP Sunday) aims to promote
and popularize the NCCP and the ecumenical movement at the grassroots level and to
generate resources (financial, human, material, spiritual) for the Council’s continuing
life, prophetic witness, services and advocacies.
Specifically, this very essential activity aims to:
•
Mobilize the broadest number of the churches constituencies in the target/pilot areas
to participate in the observance of the NCCP Sunday;
•
Produce and widely disseminate relevant information materials e.g. brochure, poster,
video clip, news bulletin regarding NCCP programs,
services, and advocacies;
•
Encourage the participating congregations,
parishes, RECs to use the NCCP-produced worship
materials, or integrate in the order of worship, or holy mass
a portion where the NCCP’s concerns could be presented
or discussed;
•
A second offering during the worship service or
holy mass will be collected, proceeds of which will be
earmarked for the life, witness, service and advocacies of
the Council.
UNITED
METHODIST
Source: NCCP Ecumenical Witness 2018
CHURCH
Brochure
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DIOCESAN ALBUM
Diocesan Send Off

T

o express appreciation and to wish well
Bishop Joel Pachao and wife Priscilla, a
send-off dinner was organized on October 17,
2o17 at the Diocesan Mission Centre Function Hall.
In attendance were members of different Diocesan

commissions and organizations. The occasion
was also an expression of gratitude for the 24-year
service rendered by Bishop Pachao to this diocese.
He assumed the Prime Bishop’s seat on October 26,
2017./dbt

...should auld acquaintance be forgot....

Fr Francis Daoey prays over the First Couple of the
Church.

some members of the Diocesan Council with the
Prime Bishop and wife Priscilla.
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THE ANGLICAN world
600 church leaders gather to discuss
“mission in an Asian context”
Posted on: October 12, 2017 3:11 PM
Asian Mission Conference
or the first time in 23 years, Christians from
around Asia are gathering to reflect on mission
in an Asian context. The fourth Asian Mission
Conference – the first since the 1994 conference in
Seoul, South Korea – got underway today in Yangon,
Myanmar. More than 600 people are expected to take
part in the conference, under the theme “Journeying
Together: Prophetic Witness to the Truth and Light, in
Asia”.
he AMC-2017 is organised by the Christian
Conference of Asia (CCA), which includes
Anglican churches in Korea; Ceylon, Bangladesh,
North India, Pakistan, Philippines, South India,
Myanmar, Japan, Hong Kong and Malaysia, as well as
Australia and Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia;

F
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Anglican primates leave Canterbury
“refreshed and renewed” after
“best” Primates’ Meeting
were saddened by their absence and expressed our
hope and prayer that all will join us at future meetings.”

T
Posted on: October 6, 2017 8:47 PM
he leaders of 33 Anglican provinces are returning
to their home churches “refreshed and renewed”
after this week’s Primates’ Meeting in Canterbury
Cathedral. Three primates were unable to attend the
meeting because of logistical and other issues in their
provinces, while another three declined to attend “citing
what they believed to be a lack of good order within the
Communion,” the meeting’s communiqué said. “We

T

Prime Bishop Joel A
Pachao attended the
Primates Meeting prior
to his inatallation. -TAd

he primates who were present described the
meeting as “a gift from God, through which we
experienced many signs of God’s presence
amongst us.” In their communiqué, they said that “we
experienced many signs of God’s presence amongst
us. The sense of common purpose underpinned by
God’s love in Christ and expressed through mutual
fellowship was profound.”
Speaking at a press conference at the end of the
Primate’s Meeting, Archbishop Paul Kwong of Hong
Kong, the chair of the Anglican Consultative Council,
described the meeting as “the best” of the five Primates’
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Anglican...from previous page
Meetings he had attended. “The best, not because
everyone present agreed with everything; but because
everyone present was sincere, was committed, was
honest to each other, and I could sense everyone
who was there, in particular myself, felt uplifted [and]
encouraged.”
e said that “We are committed not only to walking
together, but even walking together much closer
because we thought there is a purpose for us
together: the purpose of having the Communion which
is to be relevant to the world in which God has called
us to serve.
“That is what makes this Primates’ Meeting so wonderful
and I am so delighted and privileged to attend.”
The Primate of Kenya, Archbishop Jackson Ole Sapit,
was attending his first Primates’ Meeting. “My delight is
that we were able to share deeply, but also to listen to
one another. The big thing for me was the presence of
each other, because we are a Communion and we are
a Communion called as a witness in a broken world.
Archbishop Jackson continued: “We realise that we
have so much, in every continent and every province,
that we can listen to one another [and] share with one
another.”

H

H

e said that the highlight of the week for him was
the discussion around mission: “The Church
is called as a witness to bring healing, to bring
peace, to bring reconciliation, to help people to be
accountable, to help institutions to become stronger,
to be able to respond to issues,” he said. “That was
the thrust of our discussion; and the broadness of that
discussion gave me a lot of hope: that I belong to a
Communion that is so diverse, but can also be united
and focused on dealing with issues affecting humanity.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said that
“in the best possible sense, it has been a ‘business as
usual’ Primates’ Meeting, which hasn’t been usual for
20 years. The primates seem to be going away very
full of hope.”
n response to a question from a journalist who asked
whether there had been a shift at this Primates’
Meeting to focus on external issues rather than
internal differences, Archbishop Justin said: “I wouldn’t
say ‘to shift’, I would say ‘to return’ the Primates’
Meeting to what I think all of us have wanted us to be.
“I think the reality is you had the slight paradox of
bringing together umpteen people, some 35, 38, 39
now, different provinces, 33 of which were there, where
everyone came wanting to talk about external issues
and we ended up talking about internal issues.”
Archbishop Paul Kwong added: “Every single topic,
item, on the agenda has been properly, sufficiently
addressed, because the wise chair [the Archbishop of
Canterbury] made sure every single primate present

I
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The secretary-general of the Anglican Communion, Josiah
Idowu-Fearon; the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby; the
Archbishop of Hong Kong, Paul Kwong; and the Archbishop
of Kenya, Jackson Ole Sappit; at a press conference at the
conclusion of the 2017 Primates’ Meeting.
Photo: ACNS
had the chance to present their views on any topic, on
any subject. Nothing has been shifted.”

A

rchbishop Jackson Sapit said that the Archbishop
of Canterbury had invited the primates to get
back to “the main thing”, saying: “the main thing
of the Church is to be a witness and go out and minister
out there and not focus too much on narrow internal
differences. Sometimes they can be amplified to the
extent that we forget that we are in a mission field and
we forget the mission that we are called to do.”
It had previously been announced that there will be
five regional Primates’ Meetings held in the run-up to
the next Lambeth Conference of all Anglican bishops
in 2020. The communiqué suggested that there may
be an additional full Primates’ Meeting before then,
leaving it to the Archbishop of Canterbury to consider.
The communiqué says that the Archbishop’s Task
Group, established after the 2016 Primates’ Meeting
with the task of “restoring relationships, rebuilding
mutual trust, healing the legacy of hurt, and exploring
the deep differences that exist within the Anglican
Communion” had made recommendations around
“the development of common liturgy, the principle
and practice of pilgrimage, and a season of prayer of
repentance and reconciliation.”
In the press conference, Archbishop Justin said that
the season of repentance and reconciliation was likely
to take place in preparation for the 2020 Lambeth
Conference.
n their communiqué, the primates confirmed that “the
Anglican Church of North America” (ACNA), which
was formed by former members of the US-based
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada,
“is not a Province of the Anglican Communion.” They
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say that “those in ACNA should be treated with love as
fellow Christians.”
he communiqué had strong words to say about
“cross border intervention”, where one province
operates in another province without the
appropriate consent or approval. “We recognised that
there were opportunities for joint initiatives and mission
partnerships for the benefit of the Gospel where these
are agreed between provinces,” the communiqué said.
“However, consent was critical to any inter-provincial
collaboration and it was essential that courtesy and
love should be extended to Provinces at all times”.
It said that “breaches of consent and courtesy” should
be resolved, where possible, in regional Primates’
Meetings, “and only referred to the Secretary General
and the Archbishop of Canterbury as a last resort.” It
said that “persistent and deliberate non-consensual
cross-border activity breaks trust and weakens our
Communion.”
he primates reaffirmed “the Communion’s sorrow
for previous failures to support LGBTI people and
its condemnation of homophobic prejudice and
violence.” And it “welcomed the news that the Church
of England has embarked on a major study of human
sexuality . . . and anticipating considering the results of
this work at a future meeting.”
The primates discussed a range of external issues,
including evangelism and discipleship, reconciliation
and peace building, climate change, food security,
refugees, human trafficking, and freedom of religion.
“The world has never felt the need of a Saviour more
keenly,” the primates said. “We have shared stories
of pain and loss, of natural disasters and tragedy, of
violence and threat. However in this world we have joy,
courage and hope because of the light of the Saviour
of all, Jesus Christ. God has poured his love upon his
whole Church by his Holy Spirit. The Church lives to
proclaim this gospel in word and deed. We therefore
commit ourselves afresh to lead those we serve in the
joyful announcement of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
“We pledge to pray for the empowering of the Holy
Spirit, that we may witness effectively to the good news.
To this end between Ascension day and Pentecost
in 2018 we call all those who are able, to join us in
praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ – that the Holy Spirit may
empower the announcement of the Gospel so that
many may believe.”
hey concluded their communiqué saying: “We
leave enriched by the communion we share and
strengthened by the faithful witness of Anglicans
everywhere. We deeply appreciate the prayers of many
throughout the world over our time together.”
ACNS News Service Website
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alongside many other Christian denominations and
bodies. This year’s conference coincides with CCA’s
diamond jubilee, and is hosted by the Myanmar Baptist
Convention and the Myanmar Council of Churches.
he CCA was founded in 1957 by the continent’s
church leaders, who met in Indonesia to discuss
“Our Common Evangelistic Tasks in Asia.”
“While being engaged in its mission and witness, the
CCA has journeyed through the past six decades to
fulfil its mandates of serving and enriching the churches
in Asia”, CCA’s general secretary, Dr Mathews George
Chunakara, said. “We ardently pray and sincerely
hope that the Asia Mission Conference – 2017 and the
diamond jubilee celebrations of the CCA, will facilitate
deeper discussions, and will lead to greater dedication
and to relevant and meaningful recapturing and rearticulation of our commitment to the mission, the act
of the Almighty God.”
n his opening speech, Dr Chunakara highlighted the
changed religious context since the previous mission
conference in 1994, the World Council of Churches
reported. “We are facing a number of pertinent
challenges and questions, which this conference will
focus on and hopefully help us find answers to”, he
said.
“There are competitive forces out there which may
undermine the credibility of Christian mission. The
Christian Conference of Asia, national councils of
churches and members churches throughout Asia
must therefore remain strongly rooted in the midst of
missions and at the same time continuously reflect on
the very nature of Christian mission.”
n Sunday (15 October), some 5,000 invited
representatives of Myanmar Churches will
join conference delegates in a thanksgiving
service and public meeting at the Franc Auditorium
in Yangon’s Ahlone Township, to commemorate the
diamond jubilee of the CCA. The day has been dubbed
“Asia Sunday” and the CCA is urging all its member
churches, councils and partners to observe the day
“in a most befitting way and to pray especially for the
CCA,” Dr Chunakara said.
ACNS News Service Website
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Philippine bishops and spouses attending the Bishops’ Meeting in
Yangon, Mynmar on October 15-16, 2017

The Adventurer

23

OPINION/REFLECTIONS
Reflections on the Holy Spirit

T

by Sunshine C Dulnuan

o be engrossed in God
reading the meditations
of the saints, I marveled
how much time they may have
spent in contemplation with
God.
Sunshine C Dulnuan
And in the process of reading
their pieces, their words become succulent, full of life,
and peircing to the soul.

I

is precisely what happens when a minister takes the
liturgy of the word seriously.
oming from a background of spontaneous
preaching, I know the importance of maintaining
the "felt" presence; the need to go in the midst
of people without the somehow limiting construct of
the pulpit. Yet preaching through the power of the
Holy Spirit is more than verbal calesthenics, proper
breathing, enunciation, and eloquence but depends on
how the minister himself or herself knelt before God
in total surrender manifested in the spirit behind his or
her words; the content, the balance between faith and
reason, experience and revelation. All these do not
take a few minutes.

C

n the ministry, I have heard a number of priests and
pastors boasting of their capability to draft sermons
a few minutes before the mass or service starts.
They said they depend on the Holy Spirit, and nothing
else. Though there are exceptions, I still believe in
od deserves more and people are no fools.
the principle that sermons must be thoroughly and
They deserve to hear words inspired by the
laboriously prepared in prayer and constant reminiscing
Holy Spirit through preachers engrossed in
of the already familliar words in scripture. The psalms
sing about the joy of dwelling in the Word; of new songs God.
springing from old rhymes and lines. And this, I think,
Sunshine Dulnuan is on her 3rd Year Bachelors

G

in Theoloy at St Andrew’s Theological Seminary

Collective Memories
by Rev Mr Antonio Luis ‘Chato’ Maneru

T

o this day I often think and wonder why
or how I could pick up such a difficult
language like Arabic and Mideastern
mores so effortlessly ..or.. knowing beforehand
that I would like Middle eastern food without
ever tasting it .. almost like I was remembering
instead of learning it.
n the supernatural thriller “Memory”, the hero,
a leading expert on memory, examines a
patient found nearly dead in the Amazon. While
checking on the patient, he is accidentally exposed
to a psychedelic drug that unlocks memories of a
killer that committed murders many years before
he was born. The killer turns out to be an ancestor.
His memories, despite being memories of events
he never experienced, are very detailed. They
contain the point-of-view of his ancestor and the
full visual scenario experienced by the killer.

I
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Antonio Luis was ordained Deacon on 31 August 2017
at the Cathedral of the Resurrection, Baguio City

T

he movie brings up an interesting question:
is it possible to inherit our ancestors’
memories? The answer is not black and
white. It depends on what we mean by “memory.”
The story of the movie is far fetched: there is no
evidence or credible scientific theory suggesting
we can inherit specific episodic memories of
events our ancestors experienced. It’s unlikely
you will suddenly remember your great-great-
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reflections
How I Chose to be Anglican
by Reis Luke D Aquino
(Originally posted as a blog post on reisaquino.wordpress.com)

Reis Luke

R
I
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eligion plays a big part in this juncture of my life, primarily because of my
work as a musical director for a church choir. I am a Christian. I believe in the
divinity of Christ and the Holy Trinity. I practice Christianity in the Anglican
Communion. I am therefore Anglican. Despite not yet being officially received as an
Anglican, I am (or consider myself to be) Anglican.
nstead of talking about my views on religion,
(because I myself don’t know my views on it)
I will instead talk about the reason I chose to
worship as an Anglican.
didn’t grow up Anglican, unlike the people I
encounter in my current church. The church I
grew up in was a full-gospel, evangelical, bornagain church. I had my formative years growing
up in that church, and I grew to love it because
I didn’t know any other churches. It was only
during high school when I really had experienced
other churches.
went to an arts high school. I specialized in
vocal music, so we sang 2 hours every day for
4 years. It was intense and I miss those days
so much. Part of what we sang for were Roman
Catholic services every Sunday. Our Teacher
was considerate that we weren’t really required
to sing in the actual services but we had to learn
the repertoire even if we weren’t catholic. A lot of
my classmates were catholic and even my closest
friends were catholic, so I tried as much as I could
to attend the Sunday services. It was only during
this time that I actually saw the difference between
the worship between the traditional churches
(catholic) and the more contemporary churches
(my born-again church).
t first I was very confused as to how to
conduct myself during the service. It was
very different to how I knew services to
be. As time went by, I slowly learned how the
Catholics do their worship services; the repertoire,
the prompts for the service, when to stand, when
to kneel, when to hold hands, when to say peace
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and etc. I did all this while still attending my bornagain church singing contemporary worship
songs and hearing charismatic preaching.
hile traditional churches (Roman
Catholic and Anglican, et al) dote on
the solemnness and the comforting
repetitiveness of the organized liturgy, the
contemporary churches dote on their mission to
draw in the youth by reaching out to their tastes
and creating an atmosphere they relate to in order
for them to be able to worship. Both are wonderful
and both have their place.
ow, I have always been very musically
inclined, so it’s no wonder that in both
churches I was part of the music ministry.
I sang in the choir for the catholic service, and
I played the keyboard for the contemporary
service. I knew that I really do prefer the music in
the traditional service than in the contemporary
service. I always found the liturgical texts in the
catholic liturgy to be very poetic and the music
put in them were awe inspiring to me. The canticle
of ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ (Glory to God in the
Highest) was one of the first liturgical texts that I
memorized wholeheartedly only because I found
the poetry of it very beautiful.
s I studied and learned the repertoire
appropriate in the traditional service I
fell in love with how each of the liturgical
texts fit in the overall flow of the entire service.
Gradually I stopped playing the keyboard for
my born-again church and became a bystander
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OPINION/REFLECTIONS
How I Chose...from page 24

in that church. I became more fascinated with the
traditional liturgies and the nuances of it as the
church calendar progressed.
ventually in college, I sang for the Roman
Catholic Church after which I would attend
the born-again church. That went on for
about 3 years. I didn’t really consider myself to
be catholic, although I was attending the Catholic
Church more regularly.
nd then, I discovered the Anglican
Church and I mean ‘really’ discovered.
I had attended their services before and
thought it was just a far longer version of the
Roman Catholic liturgy. I wasn’t really paying
attention. In essence it is true that the liturgy is far
longer, but really, it is a more complete version of
the mass. The texts are also a lot different. I found
the liturgy more poetic and more nuanced. But
what really struck me were the hymns.
he Anglican hymns are a thing of beauty.
They are unlike those I’ve sang before in
the Roman Catholic Church. As I studied
the Anglican hymnal, I discovered that the
AnglicanChurch has a long and strong tradition
of congregational singing. To a person raised
in the AnglicanChurch, they don’t realize how
fortunate they are to be exposed to the music of
the great masters including no less than Bach,
Handel, Haydn, Schutz, Schubert and Beethoven.
All of these are within their reach, being sung by
them every Sunday without them even realizing
it. My mind was blown by this.
he more I studied the hymns and reflected
on the meanings of the hymns, it’s no
wonder that the Anglicans have a deep
understanding of poetry and music, not to
mention a very sophisticated taste level. I mean,
most of them grew up to a great roster of poets
and hymn writers and tune writers, and the
liturgy they use itself is highly poetic. Needless to
say, in the AnglicanChurch is where I found the
most people appreciative of classical music. You
can talk to them about classical music because in
a way they are a bit familiar with how it sounds
because of their exposure to hymns.
t also helped that the AnglicanChurch in
my hometown is a mainly composed of
highlanders, or Igorots. Being a proud Igorot
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myself, I found people who are both proud of
their culture and proud of their church. I was
really inspired the first time it dawned on me that
the AnglicanChurch doctrine and the cultural
practices of the Igorots are allowed to coexist
together in its congregation.
he AnglicanChurch is one of the most
inclusive of the churches I’ve attended. They
recognize and emphasize the importance of
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Reis on the keyboard

a personal faith and includes everybody in the
partaking of its communion whether Anglican or
not, child or adult, they do not judge you for your
orientation also, (I know at least 2 priests who
are openly gay). Everybody is welcomed in the
AnglicanCommunion.
o, with all the churches I attended and
participated in, I feel most welcome in
the AnglicanChurch. I was drawn to this
congregation because of the beauty and the
poetry of the liturgy and its music, but I stayed
because of her inclusivity and her non-judgmental
atmosphere.
nything I said in this post is my personal
opinion and a narrative of my experience and
thoughts. It is by no means a gauge of the
merits of each church. All of these churches have their
own flock under the common Christian faith, I just
happen to flock with the Anglicans.

S

A

The Adventurer

gh

Collective....from page 23

grandfather’s wedding day or your great-greatgrandmother’s struggle in childbirth.

B

ut the idea of inherited, or genetic, memory
of a different kind has some degree of
plausibility. There are many different types
of memory.
1. Episodic memory: specific events, like your last
birthday party.
2. Semantic memory: information given as fact,
like Duterte is the current president, that “ranarian”
means frog-like or that 31 is a prime number.
3. Procedural memory: how to do things, like
your memory of how to swim or riding a bike or or
changing a light bulb.
Scientists believe procedural memory is inherited.
Babies know how to suck without being taught how
to do it; and it is clearly genetic. However, more
controversial is whether episodic and semantic
memory can be inherited.

P

rominent philosophers, psychologists and
linguists throughout history have thought
semantic memory is not always acquired
through learning. Plato’s core philosophy --called
the absolutes-- thought souls acquire universal
ideas (piety, justice, moral goodness). When a
soul is placed in a newborn, the baby learns these
universals by “looking behind” the veil of physical
reality and finding the truths in its soul.

T
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oam Chomsky (influential American linguist) is
famous for a theory with an element of genetic
semantic memory at its core. Chomsky argued
human beings are born with a capacity for language
acquisition that puts constraints on what sort of human
languages are possible. These constraints limit what
sort of grammar a human language can have while
others facilitate them and are referred to as “universal
grammar.” The universal grammar can be understood
as an inherited network of language structures common
to all of us.

C

ould genetic semantic memory be manifested
in the brain? Could memories be stored in the
brain (neural networks in the cerebral cortex,
the brain’s outer layer)? The brain deposits specific
proteins along the neurons’ synapses that make it
more likely for neurons to communicate in the future.
While proteins are normally deposited as a result of
learning, it is possible some of them could be coded for
by the genetic code.

B

ut we don’t really know if genetic semantic
memory exists. We haven’t yet discovered
the purpose of many segments of the genetic
code, and some segments may contain semantic
memory information. There is some evidence people
born without one of the senses still have the ability to
form visual images that represent the lacking sensory
information. For example, people blind from birth
sometimes report visual imagery. We cannot confirm
that what they are reporting as “visual imagery” is truly
visual. To confirm this we should look at whether there
is neural activity in visual areas of the brain in these
subjects when they engage in visual imagery. But that
will be a project for the future.

he Swiss psychotherapist/psychiatrist Carl Jung
(founder of analytical psychology) is well known
for his theory of the collective unconscious.
Unlike personal unconscious, the collective is genetic
shared by individuals with a common ancestor or
history. According to Jung, the collective unconscious
consists of implicit beliefs and thoughts held by our
n the meantime, did I live in another life in the
ancestors. While we are not aware of the collective
Middle East like I was told by an old fortune teller in
unconscious, it can influence how we act. To take a
a small back alley in Hong Kong (my Christian faith
rather mundane example, if our ancestors had a belief rejects the idea of reincarnation) or am I scientifically
that fire was dangerous, this belief can be part of our remembering some memories from some ancestors?/
collective unconscious and influence how we behave TAd
when we are near fire. Jung believed the symbolisms
were prominent in his patients’ dreams and often
bore marks of a specific ancestral history. This type
of symbolism is like a dream event that is difficult to
explain by anything in the dreamer’s own life.
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